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Iraqi foreign minister in Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — Iraqi Foreign Munster Tareq Aaz arrived in Moscow 
Monday for talks with Soviet leaders on the Iran-Iraq war. Soviet First 
Deputy Foreign Minister Yuli Vorontsov greeted bun at the airport 
TASS news agency reported. Earlier, the Iraqi News Agency said Aziz 
■ wind disci® developments at the United Nations Security COundl, of 
which the Soviet Union is a member, in the light of Iran’s failure to accept 
Resolution 598 ordering a Gulf war ceasefire. Baghdad has accused 
Moscow of trying to postpone attempts to impose sanctions agninet Tran tn 
press it to ^accept the resolution. Meanwhile, TASS reported that a 
delegation from the Supreme Soviet had arrived in Iraq for a working 
visit. Vernon Walters, Washington's ambassador to the ON., said Sunday 
the Secunty Council was considering a new resolution to increase pressure 
on Iran for a ceasefire. Asked if the Soviet Union supported a new 
resolution, he said: “The Soviets are icreeable to sanctions, but they want 
to give the secretary-general (Javier Perez de Cuellar) more rime. The 
secrctajy-generaJ says be needs more muscle behind him." 
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Group threatens to kill Israeli captive 

BEIRUT (Rl — A pro-Iranian guerrilla croup threatened Monday to kill 
an Israeli it holds captive in Lebanon unless Israel stopped its "iron fist" 
measures against Palestinians in the occupied territories. “We announce 
that an Israeli prisoner we hold has now entered the danger zone and 
might fare a black destiny if the criminal Zionists do not stop their brutal 
measures against our Muslim people in occupied Palestine.” said a 
statement signed by the Islamic Resistance. The hand- writ ten statement, 
delivered to an international news agency in Beirut, conformed to the 
usual style of the group but was not accompanied bv any proof of 
authorship. The Islamic Resistance said in February 1986 it had captured 
two Israeli soldiers in South Lebanon, ll has since given no information on 
their fate. The Amal militia also captured an Israeli pilot whose fighter 
was downed during a raid on Palestinian positions in Sidon in October 
l98o. The Islamic Resistance usually claims attacks in the south on Israeli 
troops and their South Lebanon Army (SLA) allies (see story below). 
The group said the threat to kill the Israeli was "to introduce a new 
dement in the confrontation with the enei.iy and to support the blessed 
uprising in the occupied land.” 
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Fayez returns 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Lower House 
of Pariiainent Speaker -Akef Al, 
Fayez returned to Amman Mon- 
day after leading Jordan's delega- 
tion to meetings in Tunis of die 
Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU). The APU meeting voiced 
support for the Palestinian upris- 
ing and called on Arab countries 
to work towards a collective 
strategy to counter Israel. 

Ramadan meets 

Kau fman 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Gerald 
Kaufman, the foreign affairs 
spokesman for Britain's opposi- 
tion Labour Party, met with a top 
Iraqi official Monday to discuss 
the Gulf war. Baghdad Radio 


said First Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan reiterated 
Iraq's commitment to a peaceful 
settlement through implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 598. Kaufman arrived 
• in Baghdad Saturday. He met 
with Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
Sunday. 

Mubarak visit to 
Tunis postponed 

TUNIS (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak will not visit 
Tunisia, which restored diploma- 
tic relations with Cairo this 
month, during his current foreign 
tour, the Egyptian embassy said 
Monday. Ambassador-designate 
AJi Maher told Reuters that 
Mubarak would not stop off in 
Tunis Friday after a trip to 
Morocco as reported last week by 
the semi-official Egyptian news- 
paper AI AJiram. 

Siniora, Abu Rahme 
meet U.N. chief . . 

UNITED NATIONS (R)— Two 
prominent Palestinians from the 
occupied, territories, newspaper 
editor Hanna Siniora and lawyer 
Faiez Abu Rahme, conferred 
Monday with Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. The two 
men were in Washington last 
week where they urged U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
to support establishment of a 
U.N. peacekeeping force to pro- 
tect inhabitants of the West Bank 
and the Gaza Ship. 

Mellor, Murphy 
discuss Mideast 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A top 
British official met Monday with 
American officials to express sup- 
port for the just-concluded U.S.- 
Soviet nuclear arms treaty and 
exchange views on the Middle 
East. State Minister for Foreign 
Affairs David Mellor met for an 
hour with Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphy to discuss 
the latest U.S. and European 
efforts to revive stalled peace 
talks in the region. Morphy re- 
ported to Mellor on the visit to 
Jordan that negotiator Philip 
Habib made over the weekend on 
behalf - of President Ronald 
Reagan, officials said. Habib re- 
turned to Washington Monday, 
but the White House said it did 
not have any progress to report 
on his talks with King Hussein. 
Mellor reported to Murphy on his 
recent visit to Israel and the 
occupied territories. 

Ozal to visit Athens 

DAVOS (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal said Mon- 
day he planned to go to Athens 
later this year in the first of an 
exchange of visits to improve 
relations with Greece. Ozal and 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreoo had a final breakfast 
meeting Monday after agreeing 
over the weekend to improve ties 
(See page 2). 
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Arab views conveyed to Holy See; talks 


centre on Israel’s arbitrary practices 

King, Pope discuss 
Mideast situation 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

VATICAN CITY — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Monday held talks with Pope John Paul 
H at the Vatican on the situation in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza and 
means for alleviating the plight of the Palesti- 
nians under Israeli occupation. 

A statement issued by the Vati- achieving just and durable peace 
can following the talks said the based on justice “which should 
Palestinian issue was a “question come through an international 
of international justice." peace conference and the imple- 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- mentation of U.N. Security 
ra, said the King underlined the Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
need for intensified efforts for which call for the exchange of 



Pope John Paul JI 


BBs Majesty the King 


land for peace and safeguarding 
the rights of and security of all 
peoples in the Middle East." 

Petra .said the King discussed 
with the Pope efforts to end 
Israel's practices of imposing col- 
lective punishment on Arabs, 
evicting Arabs from their home- 
land and starving the Palestinian 
population. The King and the 
Pope emphasised the need for 
Israel to respect and abide by the 
principles of world peace, the 
agency added'. 

King Hussein conveyed to the 
Pope the Arab World's deep 
satisfaction and delight over the 
pontiff's appointment of 
Palestinian Arab as patriarch of 
Jerusalem. Father Michel Sab- 
bah, a Palestinian born in 
Nazareth, was named by the 
Pope as Roman Catholic Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem, last month. 

Petra noted that the King’s 
talks with the Pope came in line 
with a resolution adopted by the 
Nov. 8-11 Arab summit held in 
Amman which authorised His 
Majesty to follow up and inten- 
sify dialogue with the Vatican 
over the Middle East issue and 
convey the Arab and Islamic na- 
tion's appreciation of the Pope's 
noble and honourable stands with 
regard to Arab issues and the 
problem of Jerusalem. 

The King held a closed meeting 

. .(Continued on-page 3) . 


Jordan sees new U.S. 
proposal falling short 
of peace conference 


Fo 


AMMAN (R) — Jordanian offi- 
cials responded cautiously- 
Monday to reports of a new U.S. 
Middle East peace initiative and a 
cabinet minister said it failed to 
match Arab demands. 

Occupied Territories Affairs 
Minister Marwan Dudin said the 
U.S. proposal, as reported in 
news media, fell short of Arab 
demands for a U.N-sponsored 
international peace conference. 

I have seen nothing in writing, 
but if we take the report serious- 
ly, it doesn't compare well with 
the Arab consensus,'' Dudin told 
Reuters. 

Israeli sources said Sunday 
Washington had put new propos- 
als for Palestinian “self-nrie” to 
Israel and Jordan in a bid to 
break the deadlock in efforts to 
settle the Palestinian problem. 

President Ronald Reagan sent 
veteran envoy Philip Habib to 
Amman Saturday with a message 
for His Majesty King Hussein 
about the occupied territories. 
No details on the message have 
emerged. 

The -Israeli sources said the 

Ian involved limited “self-rule" 
r the West Bank and Gaza, 
with talks on the territories’ final 
status to start within a year 
among Israel, Jordan, Egypt and 
Palestinian representatives. 

Dudin said the Arab position 
calling for an international forum 
was expressed at the Amman 
summit in November. The re- 
ported U.S. idea met none of the 
Arab points “and doesn't seem to 
move in a direction closer to 
ours.” 

Information Minister Hani Al 
Khasawneb said Jordan wel- 
comed “any - real and serious 
movement aimed at solving the 
Palestinian problem ... ana any 
move to hold an international 
conference." 

“That’s why the King received 
Mr. Habib personally” he told 
Reuters. 

The King, now in Italy at the 
start of a European tour, has 
criticised Washington’s reluct- 
ance to throw its weight behind 
an international conference 
under U.N. auspices. 

He told the Washington Post 
last week the United States was 
influenced by Israeli extremists, 
“people who cannot see beyond 
tomorrow or the day after tomor- 
row, let alone years from now.*’ 

PLO studying proposal 

A senior adviser to Palestine 


Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat told 
Reuters he was studying the re- 
ported U.S. proposals, but 
cautioned: “No third party will be 
allowed to make use of Palesti- 
nian sacrifices." 

Bassam Abu Sherif, speaking 
by telephone from Tunis, stressed 
that resistance to Israeli occupa- 
tion would continue until Palesti- 
nian demands were met. 

These included an end to 
Israeli occupation and a period in 
which the United Nations would 
provide trusteeship of the West 
Bank. Gaza and Arab Jerusalem 
so that Palestinians could deter- 
mine their own future and estab- 
lish a Palestinian state. 

“The United States and Israeli 
rulers are mistaken and live in 
illusion if they think they can... 
curb our resistance,” Abu Sherif 
said. 

Syria rejects plan 

Syria Monday made dear it 
would have nothing to do with 
the new U.S. plan. 

A high-ranking Syrian official 
said the plan aimed at diverting 
world attention from the Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied ter- 
ritories and shifting the conflict 
into a dash among Arab govern- 
ments, “thus letting Arabs stone 
each other rather than stoning the 
Israelis." 

The U.S. plan was condemned 
by the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 

“Talk about a new U.S. project 
based an the self-rule which was 
included in the Camp David 
accords is only a hopeless attempt 
to end the uprising," the PFLP 
said. 

The official Syrian Jaily 
Tishrcen said a solution to the 
Palestinian problem could only 
be achieved through ending the 
Israeli occupation and recognis- 
ing Palestinian self-determina- 
tion. 

Israel ready to ‘negotiate’ 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has said Israel is ready for 
Middle East peace talks within 
the framework of the U.S.-medi- 
ated plan. 

“We talk about an interim 
arrangement and of course the 
issue today is somehow different 
from the (autonomy) formula we 
negotiated several years ago," he 
said Sunday on Israel Television's 
Arabic- language broadcast. 


Mubarak 

sends 

message 

to King 


ROME (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
received a message from Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
on the outcome of the Egyp- 
tian leader’s recent talks with 
European and American lead- 
ers on efforts for peace in the 
Middle East. 

The message was delivered 
to the King by Egyptian Fore- 
ign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, who flew to Rome 
from Paris, where he arrived 
Sunday accompanying Mubar- 
ak on an official visit. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the message dealt 
with the outcome of Mubarak's 
visit to the U.S. and Europe 
and efforts for convening an 
International peace conference 
on the Middle East. 

The King, now on a visit to 
Italy, conferred with Abdul 
Meguid in a meeting attended 
by Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Al Qasem, Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri and Court 
Minister Adnan Abu Odeh at 
his residence in Rome. 

Following the meeting, 
Abdul Meguid told reporters: 

“My visit to Rome was to 
deliver a message from Presi- 
dent Mubarak to His Majesty 
the King... which deals specifi- 
cally with the peace process." 

Abdul Meguid, who was re- 
turning to Paris later Monday 
night, declined to discuss de- 
ails of 


tails ot the meeting or of the 
message. 

An Egyptian spokesman in 
Paris said before Abdul 
Meguid left for Rome that be 
was earning a message brief- 
ing the King on the position of 
the United States following a 
meeting between Mubarak and 
U.S. envoy Philip Habib Sun- 
day night. 

Habib mission 

In Washington, the White 
House said Monday it does not 
have any progress to report 
from Habib's mission. 

We don’t have any break- 
through to report, but the pres- 
ident clearly wants to offer the 
services of the United States in 
any way possible,” White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitz- 
water said. 

He said Habib was looking 
for potential solutions and that 
if the United States "can be 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israeli soldiers, settlers open fire 
on Palestinian protesters, kill two 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
and settlers shot dead at least 
two Palestinians In the occupied 
West Bank Monday amid re- 
ports that settlers had kidnap- 
ped 30 Arab children from a 
refugee camp in a bid to press- 
ure anti-occupation protesters 
into ending the ongoing uprising 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Reports said Israeli troops 
opened fire in the West Bank 
village of Anah ta when hun- 
dreds of demonstrators hurled 
stones at their vehicle and an 
Israeli car at a makeshift road 
block set up by the residents. 

An army spokesman said, 
however, that it was still unclear 
whether troops or Jewish set- 
tlers in the car had opened fire 
on the Palestinians. A settler 
was critically wounded on Sun- 
day when Arabs hurled a fire 
bomb at his car. 

Hospital officials at Tulkarem 
hospital near Anabta identified 
the dead men as Muaid Shaar, 
21, and Murad HamdaOah, 17. 

They said three Palestinians 
in the hospital were suffering 
from moderate gunshot 
wounds and they believed five 
more Arabs, including a woman 
in serious condition, were taken 
to hospital in Nablus. 

Troops shot and wounded 
four more Palestinians during 
stone-throwing protests in the 
West Bank town of Bnai Naim 
and the Jenin refugee camp, the 
army spokesman said. 

In the Anabta dash, a bus 
carrying soldiers, two cars and 
a police vehicle were trapped 
between the barricades and 



Palestinian protesters dash with Israeli soldiers in Nablus 


pelted with stones, the spokes- 
woman said. Some of the 
Israelis got oat of their vehicles 
and opened fire, killing two 
Arabs and wounding one, she 
said. 

“We don’t know yet who did 
the shooting, soldiers or civi- 
lians,” said the army spokes- 
woman. 

An army patrol then arrived 
to rescue the Israeli motorists 
and opened fire to disperse the 
demonstrators, hitting two 
other Arabs. 

Mohammad, 22, who de- 
clined to give his foil name for 
fear of reprisals, told AP the 


^oetween me namcaoes ana tear Of reprisals, told Ar 

Resistance says 15 Israelis, 
SLA men dead or wounded 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Resist- the Israeli airay.” 


clashes took place in front of an 
elementary school near the main 
highway and lasted about four 
hours. 

He said Israelis who came in 
private cars were armed and 
participated in fighting demon- 
strators. He said some came 
from a nearby settlement but 
said he didn’t recognise any 
faces. 

Another witness who deman- 
ded anonymity told the AP at 
one point soldiers used mosque 
loudspeakers to call on parents 
to take their children home. He 
said he went f o get his children 
and he and other parents were 


dubbed. 

Soldiers immediately clamped 
a curfew on Anabta but allowed 
residents to bury their dead 
relatives. Protests began in Tul- 
karem after the casualties were; 
taken to hospital there, eyewit- 
nesses quoted by Reuter said. 

The Israeli defence minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, reacting to the 
first killing of protesters since 
he announced earlier this month 
that troops would beat Palesti- 
nians rather than shoot them, 
said: 

“It must be dear to the resi- 
dents of the territories that we 
(Continued on page 3) 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Resist- 
ance fighters said Monday they 
killed or wounded IS Israeli sol- 
diers and allied militiamen in a 
pre-dawn clash In South 
Lebanon. 

The Islamic Resistance said in 
a statement its guerrillas stormed 
two positions manned by Israeli 
troops and militiamen of the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) near Baraachit. 
eight kilometres from the Israeli 
border. 

“Our Mujahedeen (holy war- 
riors) destroyed the two posi- 
tions, knocked out three enemy 
vehicles, induding a tank, ana 
killed and wounded 15 enemy 
elements, induding Israeli sol- 
diers,” the statement said. 

The Islamic Resistance com- 
prises Shi'ite Muslim fun- 
damentalists fighting against 
Israel in South Lebanon. The 
loose coalition is dominated by 
the Irani an -backed Hizbollah 
(Party of God). 

The Voice of Hope, a radio 
station based in South Lebanon 
and manned by the SLA, said 
dozens of guerrillas “tried to 
storm” the nilltop positions but 
were “repulsed by the SLA and 


the Israeli army. 

It did not report any casualties. 

The Israeli financed, trained 
and armed SLA patrols a narrow 
strip of Lebanese territory along 
the southern border. The so-cal- 
led "security zone” was estab- 
lished by Israel in 1985 after the 
withdrawal of the bulk of Israeli 
forces from Lebanon, ending a 
three-year occupation. 

The SLA positions at the vil- 
lages of Rashaf, Hadatta and 
Barrachit lie at the edge of the 
“security zone.” 

The Islamic Resistance state- 
ment said its fighters launched 
the attack under artillery cover 
and later dashed with the SLA 
for 30 minutes. v 

The group said Sunday it 
clashed with the SLA for two 
hours and SLA radio said one 
militiaman was wounded when 
rockets smashed into his position 
at the edge of the zone. 

Islamic Resistance said Sun- 
day's fighting was near Maydoun 
village on the edge the “security 
zone.” 

The group said the dash began 
when a joint force of Israeli 
troops and SLA militiamen tried 
to advance south of the zone. 


Meese denies doing 
wrong in pipeline affair 


WASHINGTON (Agendes) — 
U.S. Attorney General Edwin 
Meese denied involvement Mon- 
day in any attempt to bribe Israeli 
offidals in connection with an 
Iraqi oil pipeline deal and said an 
investigation would dear him of 
any alleged wrongdoing. 

Issuing a statement on reports 
he had received a memorandum 
from a business colleague in 1985 
jesting the Israelis be bribed 
to go along with the Pipeline 
deal, Meese sajd he had two brief 
contacts with Israeli officials on 
the matter in 1985 but neither 
were at his initiative. 

‘At no time was there any 
discussion, hint or implication of 
a payment to any offidal or poli- 
tical party” Meese said in reading 
his statement to Justice Depart- 
ment reporters. 

Fitzwater said President 
Reagan has not talked to Meese 
about the case, which has rocked 
Washington as well as Israel. 

“It is a matter before the inde- 
pendent counsel. It's not 
appropriate,” Fitzwater said 
when asked why Reagan had not 
asked Meese about the investiga- 


tion. “He'll talk to him in the 
course of business. That's no 
problem.” 

Israel has admitted giving 
Washington assurances that it 
would not oppose construction of 
the pipeline, which was to have 
run canying Iraqi oil to Aqaba. The 
project was abandoned in 1986. 

But a spokesman for Israeli 
foreign minister. Shimon Peres, 
who was prime minister at the 
time, dismissed as “complete 
nonsense*’ reports that Peres was 
offered or accepted any illegal 
payments. Peres himself repeated 
the denial Monday. 

The possibility of a bribe was 
mentioned in a 1985 memo to 
Meese from a longtime friend, E. 
Robert Wallach. Wallach sug- 
gested paying off a senior Israeli 
official, reportedly Peres 

“They didn't say they offered 
me,” Peres said angrily, when 
asked about the memo on Israel 
army radio. “What was said 
was... it might be worth making 
an offer. No-one said an offer was 
made or carried out. There’s no 
basis to the reports that anything 
was done.” 
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Israeli policies in focus 
at human rights forum 


From Salaraeb Ne’matt in 
Geneva 

ISRAEL’S handling of Palesti- 
nian protests in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and its 
policy of “might, power and beat- 
ings" are expected to take centre- 
stage and draw a heated debate 
and condemnation this week at 
an extensive review of human 
rights violations around the 
world. 

Senegalese delegate Alioune 
Sene, elected chairman of the 
United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights (UNCHR) which 
opened a six-week meeting here 
Monday, set the tone for the 
debate on the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in a speech 
shortly after his election. 

“Apartheid and its harmful 
consequences for Namibia and 
southern Africa, as well as the 
tragic events in the occupied 
Arab territories which we daily 
see through horrifying pictures — 
these events bring home the ur- 
gent problems we must consid- 
er,” Sene said. “We must main- 
tain the dignity of everyone.” 

Most delegates agree that 


Israel's “iron-fist" policy and its 
heavy-handed methods and use of 
live ammunition against Palesti- 
nian protesters will dominate the 
first week of the UNCHR's meet- 
ings. which begin in earnest Tues- 
day after Monday’s opening for- 
malities. 

In his speech Monday, Sene 
called for the “restructuring of 
the United Nations system" and 
for finding “better ways to imple- 
ment the principles of human 
rights in the world.” 

The veteran Senegalese diplo- 
mat and politician called for the 
establishment of a “global 
strategy” on human rights and for 
developing new mechanisms to 
safeguard human rights in the 
world. 

Elected by acclamation. Sene 
singled out ‘human rights viola- 
tions in the occupied territories. 
South Africa and Central Amer- 
ica as the worst and most persis- 
tent. He said that events in these 
regions emphasised the need to 
safeguard people's right to self- 
determination and to work to- 
wards protecting individual civil 
and political freedoms. 


Shultz to visit Moscow to 
prepare strategic arms pact 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze and U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz will meet in Mos- 
cow on Feb. 21-23 to prepare for 
a fourth superpower summit and 
help draft a treaty on cuts in 
strategic weapons! TASS said 
Monday. 

The official Soviet news agency 
cited Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Gennady Gerasimov as the 
source of its report. 

Shevardnadze and Shultz met 
several times in 1987 to set up last 
December's meeting in Washing- 
ton between U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. The two 
leaders signed a treaty then to 
ban intermediate-range nuclear 
missiles. 

Reagan and Gorbachev also 
agreed to meet for a fourth time 
during the first half of 1988 in 
Moscow, and said they would 
seek an accord to cut their long- 
range nuclear weapons by 50 per 
cent. 

Gerasimov said Shultz’s visit 
would take place in part “to 
conduct the necessary prepara- 
tion of the draft treaty on 50 per 


cent reduction of the strategic 
offensive arms of the sides and to 
create conditions for President 
Reagan's forthcoming visit to 
Moscow to end with a concrete 
result as has Mikhail Gorbachev's 
visit to Washington." 

He said Shuftz and Shevard- 
nadze would discuss other mat- 
ters “that will be topical at the 
time of the visit." 

Shultz said in a television inter- 
view Sunday that a strategic aims 
treaty on a 50 per cent reduction 
could be reached this year, but 
that it would be difficult. 

Shultz also flatly rejected the 
possibility that Washington 
would soon negotiate a reduction 
in short-range battlefield nuclear 
weapons in Europe, as the Soviet 
Union and West Germany have 
advocated. 

“We're not going to agree to 
that. "Shultz said. 

“It's not in the priority of 
things to negotiate about right 
now," he said. 

He reaffirmed that NATO’s- 
arms control priorities are a 
strategic arms treaty, a reduction 
in conventional forces and a worl- 
dwide ban on chemical weapons. 
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Home- Middle East news 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY FEBRUARY^ 


Iranian ‘moderates’ reportedly 
seeking end to Gulf conflict 


NEW YORK (R) — The Iranian “moderates’ 5 
involved in the U.S. arms-for-hostages swap are 
secretly promoting a deal to end the Gulf war with 
Iraq, Newsweek magazine has said. 


Citing “well-placed Middle 
East sources,” the weekly says 
the moderate Iranians are using 
back channels — ‘European 


trusted by both Iran and Iraq, the 
magazine said. 

the secret arms-for-hostages 
scandal — which also entailed the’ 


politicians and international diversion of profits from arms 
b usinessm en” — to effect a ceas- sales to the Nicaraguan contra 


efire in the seven-year-old war. 

The deal emails Iran’s dropping 
its demand for the ouster of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. In 
exchange, Iraq would accept re- 


sales to the Nicaraguan contra 
rebels — was made public more 
than a year ago. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, Ver- 
non Walters, said Sunday that he 


yould like to put a stop to the 
lolling.” 

Walters was in this Swiss ski 
resort attending an international 
economic conference. He was 
part of a panel discussing regional 
conflicts. 

In a speech, to the conference, 
be said he believed the Iran-Iraq 
war could end “around April or 
May.” Asked at the pres con- 
femce why he thought this, he 
said “I jnst have a feeling.” 

In his wide-ranging speech, 
Walters said he supported con- 
tinued aid to the contras who are 


sponsibihty for starting the war thought the eight-year-old Iran- 
and agree to pay huge repara- Iraq war might end this spring 
tions. because the warring parties are 

Iran is reportedly sbort of re- getting tired of fighting, 
emits to mount its annual winter “There is a certain amount of 
offensive, Newsweek said. exhaustion” in the two countries. 

The moderate Ir anians , who Walters told a news conference, 
worked with Washin gton to trade He said be believed that Iran “is 
U.S. hostages in Lebanon for getting the message that members 
weapons, are talking to sources of the U.N. Security Council 

Iran, Syria press for 


eminent in Nicaragua. “We have war is stoj 
to keep the Sandimsta at die stop,” he 
negotiating table. If Congress re- Ozal sail 
jects aid to the contras I don’t “a dialogs 
think the Saadinistas will con- vidoal Gul 
ttnn<» negotiating.” bilateral b< 

Addressing the Arab-Israeli praised the 
conflict, Walters said a resolution Gulf Coop 
of the problem would come only the Unite* 
if the two sides made comprom- have such 

Jews divided over 


ises. 

“Israel has to give something 
and the Palestinians have to give 
something,” he said. 

He said be was reluctant to 
outline a peace plan, but that it 
would have to include provisions 
for the continued existence of 
Israel with secure borders as well 
as giving the Palestinians some 
rigjht to representation and poss- 
ibly their own state. 

Turkish Prime Minister Tuigut 
Ozal, on the same panel, said that 
if the Iran-Iraq war continues, “it 
will increase the danger of the 
spread of fundamen talism . If the 
war is stopped, the danger will 
stop,” he said. 

Ozal said that to end the war, 
“a dialogue between each indi- 
vidual Gulf state and Iran on a 
bilateral basis is necessary.” He 
praised the recent decision of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council to ask 
die United Arab Emirates to 
have such talks with Iran. 


release of West German Israel’s handling of revolt 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Iran and 
Syria exerted mounting pressure 
on Lebanon's pno-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah (Party of God) group Monday 
to secure the release of kidnap- 
ped West German engineer 
Ralph Schray. 

A pro-Syrian source told 
Renters that Brigadier Gbazi (Ca- 
naan, head of Syria's military 
intelligence in Lebanon, was ex- 
erting strong pressure on the kid- 
nappers to free Schray. 

“He is bolding constant meet- 
ings and talks with quarters that 
imuence the captors wife that 
aim... the kidnappers promised 
to free Schray but did not set a 
date.” he added. 

A Muslim militia source said 
Iranian dipkxnats have joined fee 
Syrian efforts to free Schray. 
“They (Iranians) are working to 
end this issue and there, are big 
hopes it will end happily very 
soon,” he said. 

He said Kartaan, sent by Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad to se- 
cure fee release of Schray, held a 
three-hour meeting with senior 
officials of the Smite Hizbollah 
group Saturday. 

Hizbollah has repeatedly de- 


nied links to the abduction of fee 
25 foreigners missing in Lebanon, 


But Schray 's relatives say they 
were told feat Abdul Hadr Hama- 
<fi, a Hizbollah military official, 
had planned fee abduction to 
pressure Bonn to release his two 
jaded brothers, Abbas Ah' and 
Mohammad Ali. 

“Kanaan was seeking Hizbol- 
lah’s help in putting pressure on 
Hamadi to release Schray," fee 
militia source said. 

Kanaan has refused to answer 
reporters' questions on his mis- 
sion. 

Six gunmen seized Schray, a 
30-year-old engineer with a 
Lebanese mother and a West Ger- 


man father, a few blocks from a 
Syrian checkpoint in mainly Mus- 
lim west Beirut Wednesday. 

The kidnapping challenged 
Syria’s role in the western sector 
of the city where it deployed 
more than 7,000 troops last 
February to curb militia anarchy. 

A top opposition militia source 
said Schray's kidnapping was 
planned .without Iran’s know- 
ledge or approval and Tehran 
feared fee abduction would strain 
its ties wife Damascus, its main 
Arab ally in its war with Iraq. 

Iran wields considerable influ- 
ence over Lebanon’s Shi’ites and 
a senior Muslim security source 
said earlier this month its Revolu- 
tionary Guards based here held 
some of the Western hostages, 
including British church envoy 
Terry Waite. 

An Iranian delegation visiting 
Lebanon Sunday condemned 
hostage-taking and said Iran was 
still trying to secure the release of 
all hostages, including three Ira- 
nians and their Lebanese driver, 
who went mkdng in Lebanon in 
1982. 

Abdul Hadi Hamadi’s brother 
Abbas Ali is on trial in Duessel- 
dorf on charges of involvement in 
kidnapping two West Germans in 
west Beirut a year ago. 

His brother Mohammad Ali 
was arrested at Frankfurt airport 
on charges of carrying explosives 
and was later identified as one of 
the hijackers of a TWA airliner in 
1985. 

The unde of Schray said Sun- 
day be expected his nephew to be 
freed “soon, perhaps any mi- 
nute.” 

“He should have been oat 
yesterday (Saturday), bat there 
has been some complication it 
seems,” George Abu Nassar, a 
Lebanese businessman of Palesti- 
nian descent, told the Associated 
Press. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — The largest 
Jewish community in the United 
States is much more critical of 
Israel’s handling of the Palesti- 
nian revolt in the Israeli-occupied 
territories than are Jews in Israel, 
according to a Gallup POD re- 
leased Monday. 

However, the poll conducted 


er found Jews in New York City 
and on long Island are still 
strongly supportive of Israel. 

Thuty-nine per cent of Jews 
polled said the treatment of the 


Palestinians during the revolt was 
“too harsh,” thirty-eight per cent 
said it was “about right.” 

Six per cent said it was “too 
lenient,” with the remainder 
saying they either didn’t know or 
hadn’t heard of the atnation. 

In a Gallup Poll for Newsweek 
magazine taken three weeks ago 
of Jews in Israel, 46 per cent said 
the treatment was “about right” 
and 40 per cent said it was “too 
lenient.” Only 7 per cent called 
the policy “too harsh” and 7 per 
cent expressed no opinion. 


Israel denies helping in 
Philippine counter-insurgencies 


MANILA (R) — Charges by 
Communist rebels that Israeli in- 
telligence units were participating 
in fee Philippine government’s 
counter-insurgency drive are 
baseless, Israel's embassy in 
Manila said Monday. 

Rebel spokesmen told a Man- 
ila-based Australian journalist at 
the weekend that Australians, 
Britons and Israelis have become 


targets for attack because of in- 
volvement in the offensive 
against the Communist New Peo- 
ple’s Army (NPA). 

“The embassy of Israel cate- 
gorically denies any role in the 
counter-insurgency in the Philip- 
pines and insis ts feat the allega- 
tions ... on this subject are com- 
pletely baseless,” spokesman 
Itzhak Gerverg said. 


Chad releases Yugoslav 
seized in Libyan air base 


N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad freed 
Monday a Yugoslav jailed in 
N'Djamena for five months after 
being seized in Libya. 

Rade Zelenovic, 58, a Yugos- 
lav mechanic working for a West 
German firm, was seized last 
September by Chadian forces 
during a lightning attack on the 
Maatan As Sana Air Base in 
southern Libya. 

He was handed over to the 
head of the Africa desk at the 
Yugoslav Foreign Ministry, Dani- 
k> Milic, at a ceremony in the 
Chadian capital N’Djamena 
which was attended by Journal- 


Chad's Acting Foreign Minis- 
ter Ouangmountcfaing Homsala 
said his government was releasing 
Zelenovic on humanitarian 
grounds. 

Milic said Zelenovic had told 
him be had been treated well 
during his five-month detention. 
Both men were due to leave Chad 
for home Tuesday night. 

In Belgrade, fee state news 
agency Tanjug said Chad initially 
suspected that Zelenovic had 
been working wife Libya’s intelli- 
gence service. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 

Von Gutenberg Zun Ekkuonik Ein 
Al-Pasba Vocational Training Centre 
(runs until Feb. 3). 

FOLK DANCE 

* Performances of Romanian folk 
dance daily at 9:00p.m. at Aba Gate- 
way Hold (until Feb. 10). 

AMERICAN FILM 
FESTIVAL 

* "Images of Women in American" at 
8:00 p.m. at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. Starring: Johnny Belinda (runs 
through Feb. 7) 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

Bniisft Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Cocihc Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

7W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Ljbraty 6371 1 1 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


"Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
a»s, plus a small planetarium al the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m, and 3:30 p.m. ■ 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

FoBtlore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Mod aba and Jcrash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 u.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 6517(41. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent col lection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 


(Citadel HH1). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 


a.m.-5.<JD p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 pan.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions Gob. Meetings 
every fiist and third Wednesday at die 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7 JO p.m. 
Uaos Ptfaddpiua Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hold. 7 JO p.m. 
P Wuddphfa i Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO p.m. 

Rotary C3nb. Meetings every Tuesday 
al the Intercontinental Hold. 2.00 
p.m. 

Rqyal Aufomoble Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Cirde. Td. 816534, 
817534. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph C h ur ch (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Atuunriatmi (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meci every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Ora reft of the Annanriatioa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623S41. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence, td. 601359 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Td. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmebani. Td. 
677534. 

EvangtBca] Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service; Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation, (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Intcrdcnominaiioflai^cuirKnical En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Td. 
§22605. Rev. Vch. 

The Chvefa of Jesus Chris* of Latkf- 
Duy Saints (Mormon) Td. 815817. 
821264. 


French 
mediator 
contacts 
Abu Nidal 
group 

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — 
French mediator Lurien Bitteriin 
has established contact wife rep- 
resentatives of fee Abu a Nidal 
group in an effort to win fee 
release of two French girls held 
hostage, a Palestinian source said 
Monday. 

The source said Bitteriin met at 
fee tiny Palestinian refugee camp 
of Mar Elias with representatives 
of the Fateh Revolutionary 


Firefighters tackle blaze on drifting 
freighter in Gulf; 22-man crew saved 


DUBAI (R) — Firefighters 
aboard a tag battled a blaze on a 
drifting ana abandoned 15,241- 
ton freighter in fee central Golf 
Monday and shipping sources 
said its 22 crewmen Bad been 
taken to ban. 

The Panamanian-flag Mare was 
Saturday and the where- 
abouts of its crew had baffled 
rescuers for nearly two days. 

One shipping source said flic 
crewm en had been taken to Iran’s 


after Iraq claimed it had attacked 
and hit two vessels pear the ba- 
nian coast within nine hours. 

Lloyds Shipping Intelligence 
Monday nam ed one vessel hit by 
attacking Iraqi warplanes as the 
231 ,712-tonne tanker Khark own- 
ed by the National Iranian Tank- 
er Company. 


The Khark operates on ban’s 
oil-shuttle run ferrying oil from 
fee north of the waterway to fee 
safer waters of the south for 


northern Gulf port of Bushehr customers to lift Tehran’s ofl ex- 
where be believed fee ship had ports. 


been heading when it was attack- 


ed by Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards by mistake. - 


The 

spotted 


iter Mare was first 
* Sunday and ship- 


u m mg sources said fee damage to 

Another shipping source stud lookcd uke abused 


Council, a Palestinian group 
headed by Abu Nidal, whose real 
name is Sabri Al Banna. 

“Bitteriin and Fateh Revolu- 
tionary Council representatives 
left Beirut for an undisclosed 


the vessel was coming from 
Bushehr. 

Early reports from Gulf-based 
sources said an off-course Iraqi 


fee ship looked lute mat causea 
by an Exocet missile, the usual 
weanon of the Iraqi air force in 


location late Sunday to pursue 
the discussions,” said the source, 
who insisted on anonymity. He 
also refused to say where Bitter- 
iin was taken. 

In addition to west Beirut, Abu 
Nidal has bases in South Lebanon 
and Syrian-policed northern and 
eastern provinces. 

Bitteriin, bead of a pro-Arab 
French lobbying group, said on 
arrival in Beirut Sunday that he 
was certain the two gins, Virgi- 
nie, S, and Marie-Lanre, 6, would 
be freed shortly. 

Abu Nidal’s group said in a 
Nov. 8 statement that the girls, 
their French mother, Jacqueline 
Valente, 30, and five Belgians 
were seized aboard the French 
yacht SOko off the Israeli-occu- 
pied Gaza Strip. 

It is not dear if the girls carry 
their mother's family name or 
that of their father, Pascal Betil- 
le, from whom Valente is 
separated. 

In a later statement, the group 
asked to negotiate wife Bitteriin 
to secure the transfer of the girk 
to an Arab capital for their re- 
lease. 

“I expect their release very 
soon,” Bitteriin said Sunday. “I 
came (back) at the request of fee 
captors. I fhinlc my current visit 
will last a few days.” 

In Paris, BetiUe told a news 
conference Sunday that be was 
“very worried” about his daugh- 
ters. 

“I call on public opinion and 
President Francois Mitterrand’’! 
to help get the children freed, 
said BetUle, who added that he 
had been disappointed by the 
unfulfilled promise by Bitteriin 
last month. 

Bitteriin, a former Gauliist par- 
liament member and present 
head of the Franco- Arab Solidar- 
ity Association, held talks with 
Abu Nidal’s representatives in 
Lebanon in January, then flew to 
Libya for further discussions on 
the issue. 

Libya is Abu Nidal’s main 
backer. The elusive terrorist lead- 
er has topped wanted lists in fee 
United States and Europe since 
be split from the mainstream 
Fateh, fee Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s largest group, in 
the early 1970s. 


jet had attacked the ship, but 
later Monday they said Iran’s 
Guards operating from Farsi Is- 


land in the northern Gulf hit the 
vessel some 60 miles north of 
Bahrain. 

The shipping sources said the 
attack was a mistake and fee 
Guards apparently realised their 
error ana rescued fee crew. . 

“I think (the Iranians) made a 
mistake and after fee attack res- 
cued fee crew themselves,” one 
source said. 

The Guards attacked fee ship 
around midday Saturday, the 
sources said. . 

The attack came only hours 


Shipping sources sard the blaze 
was in the ship’s engine room. 
The sources did not know the 
nationalities of the crew. 

Meanwhile a Singapore-based 
salvage firm was quoted Monday 
as saying three, not two, crew- 
men of one of its tugboats have 
been killed off Iran, but denied fee 
deaths resulted from an Iraqi 
missile attack on the ftmall craft 

A Gulf-based shipping execu- 
tive said the captain and chief : 
engineer of fee tng Salverve were 
killed in an Iraqi air raid on an 
Iranian supertanker, the Coral 
Cape. They had boarded fee su- 
pertanker to help deal wife dam- 


age it sustained in an earfiei; 
attack. 

The source, who asked not to 
be identified, said he had no 
info rmation about a third death. 

The London-based Lloyds 
Shipping Intelligence Unit said it 
had received a message from fee 
Semco Salvage Co. rte Ltd. of 
Singapore, saying "we oemfinq 
die death of the chief engineer, 
chief officer and bos'n of Sal- 
vetye. 

“Hus occurred while engaged 
is fire-fighting operations on - 
another vessel. The tug was not 
attacked nor is she damaged in 
any way." 

The company statement did 
not name the three. Neither did it ' 
identify fee other ship, or provide' 
any details of the fire-fighting 
operation. 

The bodies of the tug’s British- \ 
captain, Roger Hall, and Filipino* 
chief engineer, Rosendo Bonos, 
arrived in Dubai Saturday, 
according to sources there. 

The Cypriot-flag Coral Cape is 
one of fee shuttle tankers used by 
Iran to carry oil from its big' . 
Kharg Island terminal in the-' 
northern Gulf to other, safer ter- 
minals farther south. 

Iraq regularly attacks these 
ships in an attempt to disrupt 
Iran's petroleum industry. 

Semco has a number of its tugs • 
under charter to Iran to assist the 
state-operated tanker fleet. . /, 


Libya denies links to huge IRA arms find 


BEIRUT (R) — Libya has de- 
nied feat it was involved wife a 
hug e Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) arms cache found on de- 
serted beach in Ireland. 

“The Libyan Foreign Ministry 
denies any l«nk to the arms found 
on fee northern shores of Ireland 
contrary to allegations by British 
officials and media,” said JANA, 
the official Libyan News Agency 
monitored in Beirut. 

“Libya, in accordance wife its 
support to liberation movements, 
supports fee struggle of fee Irish 
people for liberation from colo- 


nial control,” it added. 

“Libya is determined to snpp- 
port and enhance cooperation 
and friendship wife Ireland and to 
create opportunities that will help 
enhance the good interests of 
both countries,” it said. 

Irish police said Friday a huge 
store of arms found buned on a 
deserted beach had hardened 
suspicions of Libyan links to IRA 
gun-runners. 

The weapons, hidden in oil 
storage tanks, included 100 
pounds (45 kilogrammes) of Sem- 


allegedly supplied to IRA guerril- 
las last year, Irish police sources 
said. 

There was no comment from 
Ireland's Foreign Ministry, but a 
police spokesman said: “It is 
compatible wife other finds that 
originated in Libya.” 

About 100 Kalashnikov rifles, 
50,000 rounds of ammunition and 
five heavy machineguns were also 
uncovered in the biggest arms 
find by Irish police since an IRA 
campaign against British rule in 
Northern Ireland flared up in 
1969. 


Turkish press praises Davos meeting 
while Greeks express mixed views 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish com- 
mentators said Monday the 
weekend talkg in Switzerland' be- 
tween the Turkish and Greek 
prime ministers had provided a 
firm launch pad for better ties 
between Ankara and Athens. 

“A 1 successful step has been 
taken iuDavo6 and we hope it will 
continue because, for detente and 
dialogue to be valid in fee Ae- 
gean instead of tension and 
clashes, there is no other way,” 
Hasan Cemal said in fee left- 
leaning daily CumhuriyeL 

Turkish Prime Minister Tuigut 
OzaJ and Greek Prime Minister 
, Andreas Papandreou agreed on 
measures to improve ties, includ- 
ing setting np a crisis hotline, and 
vowed to avoid war. 

The NATO allies, guarding fee 
• Western Alliance's sensitive 
south eastern flank, nearly went 


, to war-last year over rights in the- 
• Aegean Sea^ They •are also- at 
i dklds- over divided Cyprus. • 
Mehmet Barias, writing in fee 
popular liberal daily Gunes. said , 
fee meeting produced better re- 
sults than expected. 

“If fee dialogue and coopera- 
tion between different sections of 
fee community can be increased, 
both fee Cyprus issue and the 
Aegean dispute can be resolved/’ 
he said. 

Allan Oymen, in fee liberal 
daily Milliyet, said: “The results 
of fee Davos talks have had a 
surprise effect .” 

'The main benefit for Andreas 
Papandreou is feat fee threat of 
war is taken away from fee Ae- 
gean Sea and a dialogue is initi- 
ated with Turkey,” fee indepea- 
dent newspaper Eleftherotypia 
said. 


■- But fee newspaper said Oral 
had more reason to be satisfied as 
he achieved the dialogue without 
agreeing to take tire issue of 


at The Hague as Greece wanted. 

The pro-government Ethnos 
newspaper said agreement 
reached between fee two leaders 
was positive but cautioned that 
no big problems between the two 
countries had been solved. 

The pro-opposition Eleftheros 
Typos was critical of fee meeting 
saying Papandreou was returning 
to Athens empty banded as be 
achieved no deal on the Aegean 
and Cyprus problems. 

_ “On the contrary the Tur kish 
side at least achieved showing a 
new face to Europe in order to 
ensure its entry into the Euro- 
pean Community," it said. 
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This information is supplied by Royal 
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ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

04 JO Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09JO _ Kuwait l RJ) 

09J0 Cairo I RJ) 

09*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

•90S Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

I0:®0 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

«&10 New York (RJ) 

•7:10 Larnaca(RJ) 

18:00 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

J8.-05 .... Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ) 

1S:IS Istanbul (RJ) 

1*40 Tripoli (RJ) 

19:45 Rome (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

13:20 Moscow (SU) 

LM0 Bucharest (RO) 

13*0 Kuwait (KU) 

1*45 Tripoli (LN) 

15:00 Riyadh (SV) 

1&35 Cairo (MSI 

•7:45 Rome ( AZ) 

•*I5 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Zurich. Larnaca (SR) 

London. Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


07ri» Aqaba (RJ) 

10--45 Rome (RJ) 

1®:45 Tripoli (RJ) 

»*0 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:45 Belgrade, Madrid (RJ) 

Geneva. London (RJ) 

1W5 Istanbul (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

•*35 Kuwait (RJ) 

1 9M Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Cairo (RJ) 

20*45 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJI 

5J:*5 Damascus I RJ) 

2*09 Bangkok (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


08J0 

1430 


15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

15:10 — Bucharest (RO) 

IS^iS Kuwait (LN) 

IWO Riyadh (SV) 

17:20 Ciiro (MS) 

18 JO Damascus (AZ) 

20:15 Dubai (EK) 


PRAYER TIMES 


Fajr 

11:49 Dbuhr 

1*46 - Asr 

Maghreb 

UfcJB "bha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Monday rates 

Local sdVbuy rates in hh 

Belgian franc 95.9/ 97.9 

Dutch guilder 178.4/ 182.1 

F)rench franc 59.4/ 60.6 

Italian lira 27.3/ 27.8 

Japanese yen (for 100).... 262.4/ 267.4 

Swedish crown 55.8/ 56.8 

Swfcsfranc 246.2/ 251.9 

U.K. sterling pound 594.9 607 

U.S. dollar 335.4/ 340.7 

W. German mark 200 J 204.5 


WEATHER 

Bulktm supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A deep depression associated with 
cold air mass, centred on North Cyp- 
rus. k likely lo move in southerly 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govemoratc 891228 

Amman Qvil Defence 198. 199 

Ova Defence Irtnd .... 27J293. 273131 

Civil Defence Ouweismeh 770733 

Qvil Defence DdrAJJa 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Qvil Defence rescue 661 111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 43638174.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amn.... 64244172 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. ALMubajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1726 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Himrawi 894788 

Dr. Wafid Ya’qoub 794811 

Dr. Zara Zaghloul 638591 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644845 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Kayyali taxi 636730 

Taxraa taxi 644660 

Tamer taxi 666467 

Raghdantaxi 842400 

Raqab taxi 736428 

Sayel taxi 776131 

IRBID: 

Dr. Fadieh Jbour { — ) 

Al Shares' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. A. Khasbasfancfa 983022 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan JL 774111/19 

Ministry of^ Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

fti« complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East cafls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repairservice 11 



m the plains and snowfalls in the hilly 
areas are expected. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 2/8 

Aqaba III”‘ 12/19 

Deserts 2/11 

Jordan Valley "" 6 / 15 


Beirut (ME) 

Moscow (SU) 


Apple (French) 

Apple (green) 

Banana 

Banana (Maknmmar) 

Beans (broad)...,; 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

CauKfiower 

Cucumbers 

Dates (box) 

Eggplant (large) 


Grapefruit 


fife per kg. 
... 420 7 360 
... 470/400 
... 350 / 300 
... 300/240 
... 450/350 
... 650/550 
... 140/ 80 
- 260/200 
... 160/100 
... 230/170 
1000/800 
... 110/ 70 
... 260 / 200 
... 130/100 


Lemon 

Mandarin 

Marrow 

Onioo (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Oranges (Abu sum) .. 
Oranges (Shanunouii) „ 


Granges (Saammoiili) 

ftPP CTflwt) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato • 

Radish ;;;;; 

Spinach 

Tomaioes 

Turnip 


.... M0/ 100 
.... 180/140 
.... 160/100 
.... 120 / 80 
....-220/180 
.... 340/260 
.... 260/ 200 
.... ‘320/260 
.... 180/120 
...: 160/100' 

70/50 

.... 180/120 
.... 130/100 
....160/120 




SS^SB^assf?::' 


LESS.. 
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Karak, Taffleh telephone 
network inaugurated 

wr*T*AV /B.< V *n V 


KARAK (Petra) — Hie govern- 
ment is currently concentrating 
its efforts on developing the 
southern regions of the Kingdom, 
Minister aFTranSDOrt and 


IS 

. . ?• Otv 

• -4 


V'vttulfe 

•. : ,r ^& 




Minister of Transport and Tele- 
communications Khaled AJ Haj 
Hassau said here Monday. 

He said the government was 
acting upon directives from His 
Majesty King Hussein which cal- 
led for improvement of all public 
services in the south. 

Haj Hassan was speaking at a 
ceremony in Karak inaugurating 
the new telecommunications pro- 
ject for the Karak and Taffleh 
governorates, which should pro- 
vide- automatic telephone service 
to SO towns and villages. 

The total cost of the project 
was JD 12.5 million, partly co- 
vered by a Japanese loan, accord- 
ing to the minister, who said that 
the project was considered one of 
the major integrated schemes to 


be implemented in the Kingdom 
through , the Japanese easy-term 
loan. 

During his inspection of the 
new telephone exchange, Haj 
Hassan was briefed on the ser- 
vices offered to the public. 
The exchange unit installed in 
Karak serves Karak, Taffleh and 
their neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages. 

The project entailed laying 
telephone networks and setting 
up 12 main and substations, in 
addition to constructing 31 build- 
ings in various areas to house 
equipment and auxiliary tele- 
phone exchanges. 

At the outset of the tour, the 
minister visited the Karak gov- 
ernor's house, where be held a 
meeting with local officials to 
review postal and telephone ser- 
vices in the region. 


2 murders discovered in Azraq 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AZRAQ — The bullet-riddled 
bodies of two men were found in 
the Azraq region northeast of 
Amman, and police said they 
were investigating the case. 

The police identified the two 
victims, who they said came from 
Zarqa and Marka but did not 
disclose their names. 

One of the victims was found 
lying in a taxi car owned by a taxi 
office, while the other was found 


lying on the ground some 300 
metres away from the car. 

The two bodies were moved to 
A1 Bashir Hospital in Amman for 
autopsy, where the coroner con- 
firmed that the deaths resulted 
from the gunshot wounds. 

Police sources said that five 
. female workers in a local factory 
were treated for food poisoning 
at AJ Bashir Hospital. The five 
had eaten sardines and hum mire 
and drank tea. The girls were 
between 17 and 23 years old. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

\ [Princess Basina opens art exhibit 

•AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 

* Monday opened an an exhibition by Basem Badraneh at the 
Housing Bank Centre in Amman. On display for one month are 

130 paintings depicting Islamic ornaments and decorations. The 
- proceeds of the exhibition will benefit needy and diabetic people. 

[Cabinet creates new department 

.-AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has decided to create a 
department at the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment to conduct studies on municipal and village 
councils. The new department will gather information about the 
councils' activities and design projects to benefit these councils. 

Tender for school construction approved 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Public Works and Housing Shafiq 
: Zaw&deh has approved a tender awarded to a local construction 
_ firm for building a school in Marka. at a cost of JD 452,000. .The . 

• school will offer vocational training in car body maintenance, auto 
.mechanics, electricity and central beating. 

.Saudi health delegation to visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the health ministry in 
Sandi Arabia will arrive here on Feb. 13 for a five-day visit. The 
delegation " will discuss with officials here the prospect of 
bene fitting from Jordan’s health expertise. 


Arab- American leader passes away 

YONKERS, New York (J.T.) — Nader Z. Samameh from Zarqa, a 
leading force in the Yonkers Arab community, has passed away at* 
the age of 34 after suffering from cancer. Samameh served as 
president of the Arab- American Council in Yonkers since 1985; 
and as a long-time member of the organisation, helped to improve 
understanding between Arabs and Americans in the community. 

AAU to attend session on Arabsat 

.AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman-based Association of Arab 
Universities (AAU) will take part in the 4th session of the joint 
.Arab committee on the use of satellites for information, culture 
-and development due to convene in Tunis Friday. The AAU will 
-present a working paper to the meeting on using Arabsat to 
develop higher education. 

Soldiers, settlers kill 2 Arabs 


(Continued from page 1) 
shad continue with our policy 
aimed at achieving calm, even if 
It takes a long time. 

, “We shad conduct a policy of 
force to prevent violent activi- 
ties when they are taking place. 
We shall continue to arrest par- 
ticipants in violent activities, 
organisers and agitators,’' he 
tokl reporters in parliament. 

“We shall use curfews to pre- 
vent violent demonstrations, 
and at the same time we shad 
allow those who wish to go to 
work to do so, and to those who 
wish to conduct commerce we 
shall provide protection," 
Rabin said. 

Troops arrested dozens of 
Pakstmians in an overnight raid 
on the market area of Nablus 
following dashes Sunday in 
which six people were wounded 
by gunfire. 

The army rhi"p»d a curfew 
on foe entire city of Nablus, 
home to 100,000 Palestinians 
a$d the largest city in the West 
Bank. 

•Several refugee camps in the 
West Baltic and the A) Burey 
cqmp in the Gaza Strip were 
ako under curfew Monday fol- 
kwing protests, the army said. 

:in the village of Beta, dashes 
tifok plaee throughout the 
moraftag between soldiers and 
demonstrators. Reporters saw a 
dfaen soldiers charge into vil- 
lage firing tear-gas. The entr- 
ance to the village was bl o cked 
with boulders. 

•Meanwhile to Tunis, a senior 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tipu (PLO) official said armed 
IaraeK utifera seized 30 school- 


children Monday from the 
Dheishe refugee camp. 

Bassam Abu Sherif, an advis- 
er to PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
told Renters that Israeli soldiers 
damped a curfew on the camp 
and dashed with inhabitants 
after the seizure of the children, 
who were aged 12 and under. 

Gangs of settlers forced then- 
way into the camp, situated 
between Bethlehem and Heb- 
ron, and took the children to an 
unknown destination, be said. 

Abn Sherif said the motive for 
the settlers’ action was nuclear, 
adding that informs tiou mi the 
incident came direct to PLO 
Tunis headquarters from the 
West Bank. 

Abu Sherif appealed to Un- 
ited Nations organisations, in 
particular the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) to in- 
tervene to save the children. 

A Palestinian group in 
Damascus also reported that 30 
Palestinian children had been 
kidnapped. 

“According to information 
we received from the occupied 
territories we learned that the 
settlers kidnapped 30 children 
from the Dheishefa refugee 
camp," the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) said in a statement. 

It said the abduction was part 
of Israeli attempts to end 
Palestinian protests in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The PFLP said Israeli troops 
had destroyed telephone finks to 
Palestinian camps to try to stop 
news about the uprising 



Prime Minister Zaid RIfai confers with Kuwaiti 
Minister of Education Anwar Abdullah A1 Nouri in 
a meeting attended by Minister of Education 


Thdnqan Hindawi and Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Nassereddine A) Assad (Petra photo) 


Agricultural exports to Arab 
countries decreasing as 
marketing problems persist 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's agricultural exports to was «in incapable of mcctu 
neighbouring Arab countries and Gulf states have grow,n? ronsuni 

decreased lately due to political and economic - Ghazi Abu Hassan said 
factors, and in part, to Jordan’s failure to success- leclure at the University o 
fully market its produce in these countries, Minister suffJ? frim 
of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud said Monday. crops and surpluses in othe 


Jordan and Kuwait to increase 
cultural, scientific exchange 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- Kuwai 
ter Zaid Rifai Monday conferred univer 
with Kuwaiti Minister of Educa- measu 
tion Anwar Abdullah AJ Nouri, The 
who later signed an executive Kuwai 

programme for the implements- would 

tion of a cultural and scientific in its s 

exchange agreement between tries 1 

Joirdan and Kuwait. educat 

During the meeting at the ists. 

prime minister's office. Kifai and In < 
Nouri discussed promoting bi- sides < 

lateral cooperation in education, and cu 

The meeting was attended by by art 

Minister of Education Thouqan In 1 
Hindawi, Minister of Higher Jordai 
Education Nassereddine A! would 
Assad and Kuwaiti Ambassador delega 
to Jordan Ibrahim A1 Bahou. and vt 

Agreement boosts educational 

cooperation two J 

The exchange agreement, visits t 
signed by Hindawi and Nouri, teams 
aims to increase cooperation be- The; 
tween educational institutions in op port 
Jordan and Kuwait through, for man | 
instance, assigning three seats for at the 


Kuwaiti students at Jordanian 
universities in return for a similar 
measure by Kuwait. 

The two sides agreed that the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Education 
would employ Jordanian teachers 
in its schools, and said both coun- 
tries would exchange visits by 
educational officials and special- 
ists. 

In culture and arts, the two 
sides will exchange publications 
and cultural exhibitions and visits 
by artists. 

In the field of information, 
Jordan and Kuwait said they 
would facilitate entry of media 
delegations into each country, 
and would exchange television 
programmes. 

In sports and youth affairs, the 
two sides agreed to encourage 
visits by sports and youth centre 
teams for training and matches. 

They also agreed to provide 
opportunities for training Jorda- 
nian physicians and specialists 


and radiation centre. 

After the signing ceremony, 
Hindawi accompanied Nouri ou a 
visit to a vocational school for girls in 
Ruse if a. where they were briefed 
on the school's programmes and 
training facilities. 

The director of vocational 
training at the Education Minis- 
try told the visitors that his de- 
partment was planning to open 10 
vocational schools for girls and 
six for boys in different parts of 
the Kingdom in 1988. 

Director of Education in Zarqa 
and Ruseifa Tayseer Arafa said 
that the Ruseifa school, which 
cost JD 1 million, has nearly 
1,000 students and 60 teachers. 
The school contains 13 work- 
shops, lecture halls, a library, a 
laboratory and recreational 
grounds. 

Nouri arrived in Amman Sun- 
day evening for a four-day visit. 


Addressing representatives of 
Jordan Valley farmers, the minis- 
ter said that' along 10 these fac- 
tors, the Gulf states have begun 
to curtail agricultural imports in 
general, as they succeea in de- 
veloping their own agricultural 
production. 

In addition. Jordanian produce 
is often priced higher than agri- 
cultural commodities from Tur- 
key and a number of East Euro- 
pean countries, thus allowing the 
latter to compete more success- 
fully in Arab markets, according 
to Hmoud. 

He said that the European 
markets cannot absorb large 
quantities of Jordanian produce, 
as they import agricultural com- 
modities only during certain 

S is of the year. This year, 
n will export a total of 7.000 
tonnes of crops to European 
countries in accordance with 
signed agreements, the minister 
added. 

The government realises the 
problems encountered by fanners 
in Jordan, especially in marketing 
crops locally and abroad, ana 
consistently offers assistance to 
them, Hmoud pointed out. To 
help solve these problems, the 
Ministry of Agriculture has been 
advising farmers to reduce pro- 
duction of traditional crops and 
increase production of crops in 


great demand here and abroad, 
Be explained. 

Hmoud said the ministry was 
applying the agricultural pane ms 
system with the purpose of over- 
coming marketing problems. He 
noted this system was not rigid 
and could be modified according 
to demand and supply. 

Last December, the director- 
general of the Jordan Agricultu- 
ral Market in c and Processing 
Company (JAMPCO) said that 
despite government efforts to in- 
crease agricultural production in. 
Jordan, the agricultural sector 


was still incapable of meeting the 
country's growing consumption 
demands. 

* Ghazi Abu Hassan said in a 
lecture at the University of Jor- 
dan that the country continued to 
suffer from shortages in certain 
crops and surpluses in others, in 
addition to facing marketing 
problems. 

During their meeting with 
Hmoud, several farmers" spoke 
about difficulties they encounter 
and the need to find new markets 
for their crops. The farmers 
urged the government to fix in- 
terest rates on their loans. 

Before the meeting, the minis- 
ter opened an exhibition of fruit 
and \egetables grown in the Jor- 
dan Valley, in addition to new 
strains of ctods being introduced 
to the valley, including fruit from 
tropical regions. 



Minister of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud Monday consults with a 
Jordan Valley farmer after opening an agricultural exhibition (Petra 
photo) 


Jordan seeks to harness sun, wind power for remote villages 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuter 

JURF AL DARAWISH — 
Dancing Dervishes seeking spir- 
itual power may have spun and 
twisted in Wadi Jurf 800 years 
ago, giving this Jordanian desert 
village its name. 

But the adherents of the mys- 
tical Muslim sect are long-gone 
and the modern villagers are 
more interested in foe electric 
power generated by whirling 
windmills and solar, panels. 

Jurf AJ - Darawisfc, . 170 km 
south of Amman, is the site of a 
project studying whether a hybrid 
system of renewable energy 
sources can provide power for 
Jordan’s remote villages. 

The village was once a Dervish 
prayer centre. Now most of its 
652 residents betel sheep and 
goats or work at a nearby phos- 
phate mine. 

Two 20- kilowatt West Ger- 
man-built win dmills were instal- 


led here this year, alongside a 
row of solar water heating panels, 
and 15-kilowatt U.S.-made 
photovoltaic cells, which use the 
sun's rays to generate electricity. 

Back-up batteries store energy 
in case tne wind drops and the 
sun stays hidden. A pumping 
station three km away also runs 
on wind power. A concrete hut 
bouses a computer to monitor 
and distribute the power. 

The integrated system, which 
cost about $i£ a million, is 
already lighting houses, streets 
andithe local dime and will irri-' 
gate land. 

“We want to show people they 
can plant vegetables and trees. 
Given water, the land is suitaMe 
for vegetation,” said Mohammad 
Amr, project manager at Jurf Al 
Darawish. 

“We plan to have a model farm 
with four greenhouses and we will 
experiment with different irriga- 
tion methods.” 

Electridty is already available 



Jurf Al Darawish 
electrified 

AMMAN (Petra) — Electric 
power was supplied Monday to 
Jurf Al Darawish, a remote 
village some 170 kilometres 
south of Amman, benefitting the 
village's 300 inhabitants. 

The electrification project 
was a joint venture by the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) and the 
Jordan ’ Electridty * Authority 
(JEA), and included the in- 
stallation of two windmills and 
solar panels. 

The project also entailed in- 
stalling a high voltage network, 
setting up 136 pylons and laying 
cables and low voltage distribu- 
tion panels, as well as installing 
lights along the village roads. 

RSS sources said that the 
project, the first of its kind in 
Jordan, was aimed at providing 
power for remote areas outside 
of the national power grid. 
More projects like this would, 
ultimately, reduce Jordan’s re- 
liance on imported foel for 
generating electricity, the 
sources said. 


for 96 per cent of Jordan's esti- 
mated 2.8 million population, 
concentrated in urban centres 
and farmland. 

“The four per cent without 
electricity are dispersed over 40 
per cent of the country’s area.” 
said Rizeq Ta'ani, head of the 
wind energy section at the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) which is 
running tbe remote village pro- 
ject. 

“We believe solar and wind 
energy can play a big role in 
remote areas,” he told Reuters. 



Solar energy installations at Jurf AJ Darawish (File photo! 


Electricity-generating windmill at Jurf Al Darawish (File photo) remote areas, he told 

King, Pope discuss Mideast situation 


(Continued from page 1) 

with the Pope before being joined 
by Royal Court Chief Marwan AJ 


Qasem, Foreign Minister Taher 
Al Masri and Court Minister 
; Adrian Abu Odeh. 

The Pope warmly greeted the 
King, ana told him, in English, 
“God bless Jordan, your family 
and your people/' 

The Vatican statement issued 
after Monday’s meeting said: 
“The Holy See considtia the 
problem of the Palestinian people 
a question of international jus- 
tice, no less important than that 
of the existence and security of 
Israel and of all the states in the 
region.” 

The statement also went to the 
heart of the other key issue block- 
ing diplomatic relations between 
Israel and the Vatican — the 
status of Jerusalem. 

It said the Holy See had stres- 
sed “the sacred character of the 
dty, considering it a spiritual 
patrimony which belongs to the 
three monotheistic religions.” 

In separate talks, Vatican 
Secretary of State Agostino 
Casaroti told tbe King die Vati- 
can appreciated his peace efforts. 
He said: “It is in dispensable to 
unite the efforts of everybody of 
good will. The situation is veiy 


King meets Cossiga 

Later, King Hussein met with 
Italian President Francisco Cossi- 
ga and discussed with him ques- 
tions of common interest to Jor- 
dan and Italy. 

The King explained the out- 
come of tbe Amman Arab sum- 
mit and its resolutions, specially 
those pertaining to the Middle 
Hast issue, the Gulf conflict and 
the Lebanese crisis. 

The King said that the uprising 
in the occupied territories calls 
for speedy moves for convening 
an international conference to 
find a lasting settlement for the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in imple- 
mentation of Resolutions 242 and 
338. 

The two sides stressed the need 
for ending the Gulf conflict by 
peaceful means and through the 
implementation of Security 
Council Resolution 598 and safe- 
guarding sovereignty of all coun- 
tries in tbe Gulf region and the 
imposition of sanctions on the 

S which foils to abide by the 
ition. 

King Hussein said that by 
adhering to its present policies 
Iran can never achieve anything 
from this war except more des- 
truction for the Iranian people 
and instability for Iran and the 
other countries of the region. 


The two sides stressed the need 
for Israel to withdraw ail its 
forces from South Lebanon and 
the return of peace and stability 
to Lebanon. 

The two sides also discussed 
means of developing Italian- 
Jordanian relations in all fields. 

King Hussein and Her Majesty 
Queen Noor were guests of hon- 
our at a lunch hosted by Cossiga 
and attended by the Jordanian 
delegation and senior Italian offi- 
cials. 

Queen visits hospital 

Queen Noor Monday visited a 
paediatric hospital in Rome 
known for its work in children’s 
heart surgery. 

The Queen spent the morning 
at the hospital “Bambin Gesu’ 
greeting convalescent children 
and signing autographs in the 
heart surgery and other wards. 

During her visit she congratu- 
lated die hospital president, Mar- 
cdo Sacchetti, and his team on 
their successful work in heart 
surgery and invited them to visit 
Jordan. 

She was presented with a bou- 
quet of flowers by a 13-year-old 


room she received drawings by 
the children of her standing next 
to the Jordanian flag. 


“These systems are cheaper than 
high-voltage transmission lines or 
diesel generators.” 

Photovoltaic systems have 
been installed in nine remote 
locations and they power water 
pumps at five sites. 

“These can mean a lot in the 
desert, where otherwise they 
have to truck fuel to generators in 
all-terrain vehicles,” said Mar- 
wan Mahmoud, head of the RSS 
solar energy research centre. 

“A small amount of power can 
solve problems. A two- kilowatt 
photovoltaic unit can pump, say, 
50 cubic metres of water a day 
from a well 20 to 30 metres 
deep.” 

He said one unit able to pump 
140 cubic metres of water daily 
can ran in the desert for two years 
with minima] maintenance. 

“If we are to develop desert 
agriculture and stop people from 

Mubarak sends 
message 

(Continued from page 1) 
expeditious in getting people 
to talk and getting some results 
on track, so much the better." 

However, there is “nothing 
to report at this time.” Fitzwa- 
ter said. 

Mubarak voices urgency 

In Paris, Mubarak said Mon- 
day that an international con- 
ference on peace in the Middle 
East was more urgent than 
ever and that if nothing was 
done soon, the Palestinian re- 
volt jn the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories would get worse. 

"Peace is a precious thing.” 
Mubarak told reporters after a 
three-hour meeting with Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. "We 
must sacrifice everything for 
it.” 

The Egyptian president is on 
a two-day visit to France. He 
was scheduled to meet with 
Premier Jacques Chirac before 
leaving for Morocco Tuesday. 

“The uprising in the occu- 
pied territories is in fact the 
result of unsupportable repres- 
sion exercised by the Israelis 
against the Palestinians," 
Mubarak said. “We cannot 
afford to wait. We must abso- 
lutely relaunch the dynamic of 
peace." 


migrating from rural areas, we 
must bring them water and elec- 
tricity where they are.” Ta'ani 
said. 

Jordan, which produces only 
one per cent of its oil needs, also 
hopes to cut its oil import bill by 
using renewable energy and en- 
couraging conservation. 

"Any conservation is like find- 
ing oil or gas." said Energy 
Minister Hisham Khatib. "Now- 
25 per cent of the population uses 
solar energy for heating water, 
especially in rural areas/" 

"The growth in our energy 
consumption has been reduced to 
less than the growth in our eco- 
nomy. I believe we are the first 
counuy in the region to achieve 
this," he said. 

The ministry plans to have four 
wind turbines in action bv April 
at Ibrahamiya. a flat hilltop in 
north Jordan selected for the 
country's first "wind-farm/* 

Ali Anani, manager of the 
ministry's renewable "energy de- 
partment, said the power would 
feed into tbe national grid. 

The output and costs would be 
monitored for a year, he said. 
“We will then decide whether to 
go commercial and invest in the 
manufacture of spare parts, like 
blades, in Jordan.” 

Anani said wind power was 


ideal to meet peak demand now 
supplied by expensive gas tur- 
bines. 

Jordan imports about three 
million tonnes of crude oil and oil 
products a year but the cost varies 
with world prices. 

Central Bank figures put the 
bill at S144 million for the first 
nine months of last year, com- 

g ared to S350 million in 19S& and 
b70 million in 1985. Officials say 
Kuwait makes undisclosed gifts of 
crude as part of its aid to Jordan. 

The Energy Ministry runs in- 
formation centres in Amman and 
the northern town of Irhid to 
advise citizens on how to cut their 
fuel bills and to receive com- 
plaints and requests. 

"Comments from consumers 
have stimulated a new research 
programme into damp control." 
Anani said. "We are also testing 
products like solar panels to 
guide local manufacturers.” 

The RSS and the ministry are 
using Italian government funds 
for a joint two-year study on 
designing energy-saving build- 
ings. 

"We will produce a design 
manual to help architects im- 
prove the efficiency of buildings 
so that they require a minimum of 
heating in winter and cooling in 
summer.” Anani said. 
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Let the statesmen 


WHILE the Palestinians in Palestine have spent the last two 
months in sustained expression of their national aspirations, most 
of the western world, and particularly the international press, has 
been asking wrong or irrelevant questions. 

1. The Palestinian outburst was no surprise at all, given that the 
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza have been under Israeli 
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The press as catalyst 


IN the midst of the ongoing Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, a pause is in order 
to pay tribute to the women and men of the news media, 
who have bravely and honourably portrayed this revolt, 
focusing the world’s attention on the centrality of 
Pales tinianism in the quest for durable peace in the 
Middle East. This news media — newspaper reporters 
and television crews — have courageously chronicled the 
unfolding events in the occupied territories in a remark- 
able and moving way that touched hearts and provoked 
consciences throughout the world. The credibility with 
which it depicted the brutality of the Israeli occupying 
forces attempting to quell this Palestinian uprising has 
indeed helped to galvanize world public opinion, indud-. 
ing Jewish public opinion, in support of the struggle and 
aspirations of the Palestinians. 

Where would the Palestinian uprising be without the 
catalytic role of a free and responsible press? Wonld the 
tears, blood and agony of the Palestinian people go 
unnoticed or unrecognised as a part of a compelling 
human struggle for freedom and liberty? Lest we forget, 
was it not a free and responsible press which accelerated 
the process of ending the savagery of the Vietnam War? 
Is it not true that whenever and wherever a free and 
responsible press was denied access to the scenes of 
conflicts, these conflicts persisted? From this follows the 
conclusion that one of the most effective ways to end 
conflicts is to promote and facilitate the honourable role 
of a free and responsible press, in order to drive home the 
horrors of wars, the insanity of attempts by one people to 
enslave another and the causes of right against might. 

We salute the reporters and T.V. crews who were 
either harassed or beaten up by Israeli troops to prevent 
them from carrying out their honourable and indispens- 
able duties in the West Bank and.Gaza during the past 
eight weeks. If it is any comfort' to them, their hardships 
and suffering were definitely not in vain. 


Educated Afghans don’t 
want Islamic republic 


By Scheherezade Faramarzi 

The Associated Press 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIAL 


AJ Ra j: King promotes Arab cause 


KING Hussein's tour in European countries comes at a time 
as the uprising in occupied Palestine is being escalated against 
intensified repressive measures by Israeli forces against tbe 
Arab inhabitants. On the eve of his tour, the King told the 
West German magazine Der Spiegel about the realities and 
the situation in the Middle East region and the crux of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, which is the Palestine problem. The 
King reiterated Jordan’s demand for an international peace 
conference and also the superpowers to shoulder their 
responsibility towards peace in the region. The King is 
carrying to the European nations tbe Arab Nation's views with 
regard to the Palestine problem and will discuss the Arab- 
Isracli conflict and the question of an international conference 
with the European leaders. He is going to demand that peace 
based on justice be established and that the U.S. should be 
made to respond to the call of the international community 
and exercise pressure on Israel to conform to the will of the 
nations of the world and the requirements of peace. Israel’s 
rejection of the conference's idea coupled with U.S. backing, 
is now impeding the convening of this conference which is 
designed to implement Securitv Council Resolutions 242 and 
53S. 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan — 
Afghanistan's best-educated 
citizens seem split over tbe role of 
Islam in a future government, 
with some hoping for an Is lami c 
state and others for a secular 
republic. 

Some analysts in Pakistan, 
where some 4 million Afghan 
refugees live, expect those who 
favour a secular state to lose out 
in any power struggle if Soviet 
troops withdraw. 

“This minority cannot change 


to have joined the guerrillas. 

Ishaq and others interviewed 
believed Afghanistan would 
probably never become an Ira- 
ni an-style state ruled by religious 
leaders. The Sunni Muslim sect, 
which dominates in Afghanistan, 
does not have a tradition of the 
type of religious hierarchy that 
exists in predominately Shi'ite 
Muslim Iran. 


Women would suffer most 


“This minority cannot change 
the destiny of Afghanistan,” said 


Mohammad Ishaq, a Conner pro- 
fessor of literature at Kabul Uni- 
versity. “The best it can do is try 
not to be enslaved by its political 
system.” 

But it is unknown what effect 
on a future government could 
come from educated Afghans 
now in Kabul, many of whom 
have Soviet training and who 
presumably could favour a secu- 
lar state. 

About 6 per cent of Afghans 
have university education. Edu- 


Educated women might feel 
the greatest effect if a hardline 
Islamic government should come 
to power in Afghanistan. Already 


some of the religious leaders have 
expressed their belief that women 


expressed their belief that women 
shouldn’t vote or participate in 
political life. 


cated Afghans interviewed in 
Peshawar believe most of these 


Peshawar believe most of these 
educated citizens, along with the 


S 'las fighting the Soviet- 
government and the na- 


Al Dustour: King calls for conference 


KING Hussein reiterated Jordan's stand with regard to the 
Middle East issue and called again for the need to resolve it 
through an international peace conference. The King made 
the statement on the eve of his European tour where he hopes 
to enlist more support for the conference’s idea and the rights 
of the Palestinians in their homeland. The King called on the 
international community and world organisations to help solve 
this problem which has been plaguing the peoples of the 
Middle East. His call came amidst" intensified Israeli acts of 
aggression and oppression to quell the Arab people's uprising. 
His call for an international conference is more urgent now ui 
view of the developments in the occupied Arab territories and 
as more and more world nations are supporting a durable 
settlement for this problem. The King will be presenting 
Jordan's views as well as those of the Arab countries which 
support such views and call for a just settlement. 


backed government and the na- 
tion's population overall, would 
opt for some form of Islamic 
state. 

However, many forms of Isla- 
mic government are posable. The 
nation could be ruled by a reli- 
gious leader: have a lay govern- 
ment but Islamic-style religious 
laws; or almost completely secu- 
lar with Islam recognised 
nonetheless as the state religion 
and its practice officially encour- 
aged. 


Fatima, a 34-year-old graduate 
in literature from Kabul Universi- 
ty and former teacher at Afgha- 
nistan’s Persian Literature 
Academy, says she wants Islam 
respected in the country. But she 
is against strict religious rules that 
would prevent women from shar- 
ing equal rights with men. 

“I would Eke to see a govern- 
ment which is not Communist. It 
doesn't matter if it is Islamic, as 
long as it is not fanatic like in 
Iran. The most important thing 
will be the way women are tre- 
ated.” she said. 

Kamelah Ghiassi, 21, who stu- 
died in the United States and runs 
a video shop in Los Angeles, was 
in Peshawar visiting relatives. She 
feels Afghan society treats 
women “like animals." 

She, too, doesn't want to re- 
turn if the country becomes 


strongly Islamic. 
“Ilmen don’t i 


Struggling on 2 fronts 


Sawt A1 Shaab; King outlines Arab stand 


KING Hussein outlined the Arab stand with regard to the 
situation in the Middle East in a statement published by the 
West German magazine Der Spiegel. In his statement the 
monurch said that the members of the U-N. Security Council 
bear a serious responsibility towards re-establishing peace in 
the Middle East based on the implementation of Resolutions 
242 and 338. He also stressed the need for the PLO to be 
invited to an international conference along side the other 
concerned parties in the Arab-Israeli conflict provided that 
the organisation renounce violence and accept the two 
resolutions. The Kinc made it dear that the whole issue must 


be settled on two levels: With the Palestine people repre- 
sented bv the PLO. and with the Arab governments which 


sented by the PLO. and with the Arab governments which 
support the PLO in its endeavours. The King is advocating 
this cause and Arab views during his tour abroad, and he is 


One educated Afghan, who re- 
quested anonymity, said that dur- 
ing the eight years of Soviet 
intervention, intellectuals who 
favour a secular state have had to 
struggle against both the Soviets 
and the Muslim fundamentalists. 

“If the • fundamentalists take 
over, I would never go back. Any 
kind of government where I will 
not have the right to live and 
speak my own mind is not accept- 
able,” he said. 

But other educated Afghans 
favour an Islamic society. 

This group, mostly university 
graduates, once supported a 
Western-style democracy, said 
Ishaq, 48. But he said they be- 
came disillusioned over Amer- 
ica's involvement in Vietnam, 
and over “the negative aspects of 
Western civilisation, like sex 
movies and carelessness about 
religion.” 

This group turned first to Com- 
munism, but was disappointed 
after the Soviet intervention in 


“Ifmen don't want us around, 
then they can have the whole 
country to themselves," she said. 

Most Afghans who live in 
camps around Peshawar do not 
allow their women to go out of 
the house, even veiled. 

One Afghan man, Saeb Shah 
Rahraani, said women had no 
political judgment. 

“What do they understand?” 
be asked. 


Educated Afghans interviewed 
in Peshawar expressed doubt that 
Western-style democracy would 
ever emerge in their country. But 
they favoured their future leaders 
coming from among those now 
fighting the Communists inside 


relentlessly seeking the recognition of the Palestinian people 
in their Homeland. The monarch made it clear also tnat 


in their homeland. The monarch made it clear also that 
Jerusalem which stands out as a symbol of peace should return 
to its .Arab soverei^niv. 


Afghanistan in 1979, Ishaq 
added. ^ 

"So they tried to go back to 
their own values of Islam,” he 


said. Some of these are believed 


Such popular figures include 
the guerrilla commanders Ahmad 
Shah Mas so ad, Ismail Khan, 
Ostad Farid, Abdul Haq and 
Jalaleddin Haqqani. 

“It is not a question whether 
they deserve it or not,” said 
Ishaq. “They have the power in 
Afghanistan. Without them, it 
will be difficult to bring stability 
to Afghanistan." 

Mohammad Ashour Ali, 35, a 
refugee at the Mattanu camp 
south of Peshawar, said the days 
of Zahir Shah, who was Icin g 
before the 1978 Communist 
takeover, were good. 


military occupation for 20 years, that concentrations of Palestinians 
throughout the Arab hinterland — in the Mashrek, Maghreb and 
Gulf — are unable to express their sentiments in an organised 
public manner, and that the Palestinians, with tbe rapport of the 
rest of the Arabs, have been struggling for national rights, personal 
freedoms and human dignity since shortly after the turn of the 
century. It is only the sustained and widespread scale of the latest 
uprising, rather than its nature or meaning, which is novel this time 
around. 

2. Questions of who leads the uprising are simplistic, and largely 
irrelevant, despite their frequency these days. Tbe Palestinians are 
not engaged in a popularity contest, or a Semitic version of the 
United Sites’ Democratic Party primaries to choose a leader from 


United States Democratic Party primaries to choose a leader from 
among nearly a dozen hopefuls or would-be pretenders. Most 
western analysts — many of whom have spent the past two years 
trying to write off the Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) as a 
political has-been — have spent the past two months wondering 

.L. .1 nt >L . Tkrt {no* if mha.liar 


about the PLO’s role in the present events. The fact is, whether 
they like it or not, that the uprising is the logical, organic 


c ulminati on of the preservation, nurturing and sustenance of tbe 
Palestinian national identity which has been championed, almost 
single-handedly, by the PLO for the past 20 years. 

It is true that the PLO has not achieved any substantive political 
advances in the last two decades, in the sense of liberating occupied 
land; what is has done, and this is the true significance of both the 
PLO and the current uprising, is to have fortified a Palestinian 
national identity that the world was prepared to forget in the 1960s. 
As such, the uprising is the culmina tion of the current historical 
phase of Palestinian nationalism, and the epitome of the national 


the period after 1967. After the 1967 defeat, the Palestinians 
decided to take their destiny into their own hands, having seen that 
the international community and the Arab states were unable to 
grant the Palestinians their national rights. The new generation of 
Palestinian leaders which emerged after 1967 reasserted . the 
Palestinian struggle for national rights, usi n g all possible means, 
inducting diplomacy and acts of violence and terror. Now, 20 years 
later, the same thing has happened again: A Palestinian population 
beset with a sense of hopelessness, disgruntled with pan-Arab and 
international efforts ana aware of the strength of the right-wing 
Likud faction in Israel, has turned to itself, to its identity and to its 
own activism. 

This a natural development in a historical conflict which started 
with the birth of modern political Zionism in 1896, and which will 
reach its 100th anniversary in eight more years. While everyone was 
so busy last year noting the 20th anniversa^ of the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, did nobody notice that 40 
years — which makes a generation — have passed since the 
creation of the state of Israel by the United Nations in 1947? 

5. In tiie early 1970s, having fortified itself with confidence and . 
self-respect, the Palestinian leadership started to shift from armed 
struggle to diplomacy. The Palestinians made the momentous 
decision to accept a partition of Palestine and to seek a Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and Gaza, with East Jerusalem as its capitaL 
Having caught the attention of the world, the Palestinians showed 
political maturity and diplomatic courage, but success was elusive. 

The Israelis were not impressed, and Palestinian calls for 
coexistence were ignored by me vast majority of Israelis. Today, 
the Palestinians are at a similar juncture in their struggle for 


in the coming- year if the majority of Israelis accepts the Likud 
vision of Zionist control of all of Palestine, ortltemore h uman i s tic, 
sustainable and realistic vision of a Palestine which accommodates 
two nationalisms, of both Israelis and Palestinians. . 

6. The short-term effect of the uprising and the harsh Israeli 
response has been to refocus tbe historical Palestimap- Isracu 
conflict on its essence — the struggle in the land of Palestine 
between die indigenous Palestinians and the Zionist Jews who came 
to Palestine from other countries. Other concerned parties may 
play a rote in resolving the conflict, particularly in terms of securing 
global acceptance of an international conference to- negotiate 
Arab-Israeli peace. But the vital dynamic of struggle has returned 
to Palestine itself, to the small strip of land befaveea the 
Mediterranean and the Jordan River. Hie key protagonists in 1988 
are the same ones that engaged in the conflict at its inception — the - 
indigenous Palestinians and the opposing Zionists. . ... 

Tne Palestinians, like all other people in the world, are composed 


of several symbiotic groups, simultaneously bolstering and authen- 
ticating one another: The people on the land, their indigenous 
leaders in Palestine and in PLO institutions further afield, a 
demographic hinterland of Palestinians in other countries, allied 
Arab states in the region, and friendly states in other parts of the 

7. The situation today offers both opportunities and dangers. Tire 


♦his resurgent expression of Palestinian nationalism, and to respond 
to the P alestini an and Arab for a negotiated settlement based 
on the mutual rights of Israelis and Palestinians to national 


national rights. They have once again taken matters into their own 
bands, ana have once again caught the attention of the world. This 
time, though, they are operating in an environment in which there' 
.are many more Israelis who are willing to consider tbe idea of 
ending the occupation, partitioning Palestine and coexisting next to 
a Palestinian political entity whose specific nature remains to be 
defined by all concerned parties. 

It is not ironic that since the late 1970s, a new generation of 
Israelis has also come to power, preaching messianic right to all the 
land of Palestine. As Palestinian nationalism asserts itself again and 


identity which the PLO has symbolised for tbe last two decades. 
3. Most Arab leaders and public commentators have warned for 


years that the Arab-Israeli and Palestinian-Israeli status quo would 
not last forever, without an appropriate reaction, which has now 
come. Why is it that the world assumes a whole new Palestinian 
leadership has suddenly emerged in Palestine and taken oyer from 
the PLO, as we hear from many Western analysts? The indigenous 
leadership in the West Bank and Gaza is asking for precisely the 
same things the PLO and the Arab states have sought for most of 
this century, or since tbe patriarch of the modern Hashemite 
dynasty, Sherif Hussein of Mecca, engaged the British colonial 
leadership in a quest for Arab sovereignty and dignity in 1915. The 
young men on the streets of the West Bank and Gaza, the 
Palestinians in Israel, the PLO leaden in Tunis and Baghdad, the 
Palestinian refugees in camps in several Arab states, and middle 
dass Palestinians throughout the Arab World and further afield, all 
aspire to the same goal; National self-determination. 

4. We are witnessing today a historic development that parallels 


on the mutual rights of Israelis and Palestinians to national 
self-determination and security; and b) for a self-confident and 
proud Palestinian leadership to translate its political gains on the 
ground into realistic diplomatic advances. This will require the 
Isr ael is and Ameri cans to accept the reality of Palestinian national 
rights and to respond to the Palestinian national leadership, the 
PLO, and it will require the PLO to show flexibility and stall in 


malting short-term compromises that would allow a meaningful 
negotiation to be launched. 


again, every time in a more dynamic and dramatic manner, we 
should not be surprised that an increasing number of Israelis during 


negotiation to be launched. 

The danger — and its signs are already dear — is that the Israelis 
and the Americans will try once again to nurture a fake Palestinian 


should not be surprised that an increasing number of Israelis during 
die past decade have reacted by negating the existence of a 
Palestinian nation. Yet, some Israelis have reacted by recognising 
the reality of Palestinian nationalism, and expressing their wfiling- 
nes to coexist with it. 

The most important question about the Palestinian uprising 
today, therefore, is not who leads it, or why it happened, but rather 


bow it might effect political change among Israelis. There are 
intriguing signs — which started with the Likud overtures to the 


Palestinians last year — that some likiirf officials have started to 
appreciate that die Arab-Israeli conflict can only be resolved on the 
bans of the principle of the simultaneous exercise of national rights 
and sovereignty by both Palestinians and Israelis. We will find out 


limited negotiation based on specific local demands in the occupied 
territories. The key to success will be the ability - of both sides, 
particularly die Israelis and Palestinians, to maintain tbe focus of 
negotiations on die overall, historical arid national nature of the 
Palestinian-Sonist struggle that will mark its centenary in eight 
years’ time. 

Tbe activism and reassertion of the Palestinians in Palestine have 
provided us with the most significant real opportunity for justice 
and peace in the Middle East to come along for decades. This is the 
gigmfiraneg of the Palestinian uprising. Let tbe statesmen on both 
sides now come forward and seize drat opportunity. 


The divided people of Rafah 


By Tom Porteous 


RAFAH, Egypt — Tangled in an 
overhead electricity cable, the 
Palestinian flag flutters in the sea 
breeze above one of the muddy 
streets which runs between the 
rows of low breezeblock bouses 
of Canada refugee camp-Several 
hundred yards away', in Israeli 
occupied Gaza on “the other 
side’ 1 , the light blue “Star of 
David” flies above a grey con- 
crete machine-gun tower. 

In between stretches the wide 
Do-man’s-land of barbed wire and 
steel fencing which marks the 
limit of Israel's withdrawal from 
Sinai in 1984. They call it tbe 
“shouting fence,” because until 
the troubles started last month, 
the divided people of Rafah were 
allowed to gather at the fence at 
certain times of day and shout 
greetings and messages at one 
another across the 40 yards of 
tangled wire. Fore the young 
Palestinian men of Canada camp, 
stranded in Egypt six years ago, 
this shouting was their only con- 
tact with friends and relatives on 
“the other side.” 

Now, because of the uprising in 
the occupied territories, tbe 
shouting has had to stop. Since 
what is widely believed to have 
been a Palestinian attack on an 
Israeli patrol from tbe Egyptian 


side of the fence in December, 
the Egyptian authorities have 
bulldozed a wide security road 
along their side of the wire. Egyp- 


pathetic Egyptian authorities had 


tian police stationed at regular 
intervals along the new road ask 


intervals along the new road ask 
people politely and firmly to keep 
away from the fence. 

-. Nonetheless, the proximity of 
the rioting in the Gaza Strip now 
imposes itself regularly on the 
Palestinians stranded on the 
Egyptian side. “Almost every day 
we can hear the shouting and 
then the shooting and then the 
screaming and the crying. When 
they [the Israelis] throw the tear 
gas it is blown across the fence 
and we can feel it in our eyes. 
And when we hear someone has 
been killed we know we shall 
soon discover he was a neighbour 
or a friend, an unde or a cousin.” 
Recently the boys of Canada 
camp have taken to demonstrat- 
ing in response, shouting and 
screaming and bunting tyres, to 
release the tension and to let 
friends and cousins on the other 
side know that they are with 
them. No one I spoke to on the 
Egyptian side said tbe Egyptian 
authorities had tried to break up 
these demonstrations, much less 
fired on Palestinian demonstra- 
tors, as alleged by the Israeli 


prime minister, Yitzhak Shamir. 
On the contrary some said sym- 


to burn, and Egyptian police 
were keen that I should speak to 
anyone I wanted do. 

For six years the 7,000 Palesti- 
nian refugees of Canada camp 
have been waiting to be allowed 
to leave their unsanitary settle- 
ment, once a camp for a Cana- 
dian peace keeping force, and 
re t ur n to their friends and rela- 
tives in the Gaza Strip. Until the? 
do, Rafah is a divided city: A 
dusty little Berlin at the south 
eastern corner of the Mediterra- 
nean. The bleak steel fence sepa- 
rates the Palestinians of Canada 
camp from friends and cousins, 
and in some cases hnsbands and 
wives, children and parents on 
die other ride. The unrest in the 
territories has deepened their de- 
sire to return. 

The Israelis normally allow 
only women, children and older 
men to visit the Gaza Strip: One 
visit per person every six months. 
The permit costs 150 Egyptian 
pounds ($70). “For all of ns that 
is too much,” said Mohammad, a 
24 year old university graduate 
who runs the cafeteria in the 
camp’s main street. “But even if 
you do get a permit, the Israelis 
sometimes make a point of tear- 
ing it np in front of you at the 
border and sending you back to 


the camp... for young men Eke 
me it is forbidden to visit the 
other side altogether.” 

Prospects are bleak for the 
young men of Canada camp, even 


many of them have spent 
a small fortune (more than $5,00 0 
in some cases) on a university 
education which is automatically 
free for their Egyptian contem- 
poraries. Egypt, which adminis- 
tered the Gaza Strip from 1948 
until the '67 war, is grappling 
unsuccessfully with overpopula- 
tion and unemployment at home. 
The government gives few pri- 
vileges to the Palestinian refugees 
of the camp, who are formally 
denied such rights as owning 
land. 

In the battle waged in the 
camps between hope and despair, 
A1 Intifada , the uprising now 
boiling in tbe territories — or 
what several young men called AJ 
Thawra (the revolution) appears 
to be a most valuable weapon 
against despair. It has given us 


Saudis move closer to Soviet Union 


By Aly Mahmoud 

The Associated Press 


MANAMA, Bahrain — The visit 
to Moscow of Saudi Arabia’s 
foreign minister, Prince Saud Al 
Faisal, has fuelled speculation the 
kingdom may resume diplomatic 
ties with the Soviet Union after a 
50-year break, a move with far- 
reaching implications in the re- 
gion. 

Ostensibly, the three-day visit 
is part of King Fahd's campaign 
to enlist support from the five 
permanent members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council for 
the Gulf Cooperation Council’s 
effort to mediate a ceasefire in 
the Iran-Iraq war. 

The 7-year-old conflict and 
fundamentalist Iran’s threat to 
the conservative Gulf Arab states 
is the region’s biggest worry. 
Moscow is energetically seeking 
-to end the fighting, a move that 
has boosted its standing in the 
Arab World. 

Saudi Arabia and the Soviet 
Union opened diplomatic ties in 
1926. But 12 years later, Joseph 
Stalin broke off relations. 

The Soviets have been courting 
the Gulf Arabs since Mikhail 
Gorbachev came to power, seek- 
ing to widen their influence in the 
strategic region. 

Resuming relations with Saudi 
Arabia, toe non-Commnnist 
world’s largest oil producer and a 
long-time U.S. ally, would be a 
major triumph for Gorbachev. 

. Apart from political considera- 
tions, the Soviets in the long-term 
look to the Gulf as a future 
source of oil. 


U.S. studies indicate that the 
Soviet Union, currently the 
world's largest oil producer, will 
in the next few years have to start 
importing oD to meet its energy 
requirements and those of % 
allies. 

Under Gorbachev, the Soviets 


have made diplomatic gains 
across the Arab world and have 


made overtures toward Israel. 
Moscow has aimed its new focus 
mainly at moderate Arab states 
traditionally aligned with the 
West. 

Despite U.S. intervention in the 
Gulf to protect shipping from 
Iranian attack, there is resent- 
ment at Washington’s support for 
Israel and its clandestine arms 
sales to Iran. Most Arab states 


discuss “matters of mutual in- 
terest” in Moscow, underlining 
the contention that much was at 
stake in the Moscow visit. 

- Abu Dhabi's Al Ittibad news- 
paper quoted Prince Sand as tell- 
ing its Moscow correspondent 
that he “does not exclude discus- 
sfon of restoring diplomatic ties 
Between Riyadh and Moscow.”' 
Soviet foreign ministry spokes- 
man Gennady Gerasimov said 
Prince Saud will confer with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze and President 
Andrei Gromyko. 


occupied territory and other 
topics. 

Prince Saud last visited Mos- 
cow in 1982 at the head of an 
Arab League delegation for talks 
on an Arab-Israeupeace settle- 
ment. 


The Kuwaiti connection 


support Iraq in tbe Gulf conflict. 
The Soviets backed the Secur- 


ity Council’s July 20 resolution 
for a Gulf war ceasefire, but have 
been reluctant to support slap- 
ping an arms embargo on Iran for 
railing to comply with that resolu- 
tion. 

The Soviets, by maintaining 
relations with both sides in the 
war, have some leverage in 
Tehran that could help the Gulf 
Arabs in their quest for a cease- 
fire. But just how far Moscow can 
go in Tehran rem ains question- 
able. 

Arab diplomats said that going 
along call for an arms 
embarjKfw* pressure Tehftm 
into ending the war, could be the 
quid pro quo that Riyadh would 
seek from the Soviets in return 
for reestablishing diplomatic ties . 

Saudi officials told reporters 
privately that Prince Saud will 


Kuwait's Al An baa daily said 
the Kuwaiti government was in- 
strumental in arranging Prince 
Sand’s visit which it claimed was 
aimed primarily at “reestab- 
lishing diplomatic relations be- 
tween the two countries” and 
discussing other issues, including 


The Saudis have indicated in 
the past that they would be wiling 
to weigh the feasibility of resum- 
ing diplomatic relations with 
Moscow if the Soviets withdrew 
their troops from Afghanistan. 

Saudi Arabia, a Muslim state 
whose royal family calls itself 

S "ur of Islam’s holiest 
has Cor decades rejected 
Cottunafem as akin to atheism 
tod rdrefed to Save diplomatic 
ties with East bloc countries. 
The Kuwait news agency re- 

C d from Moscow that Prince 
’s discussions win focus on 
ways of ending the Gulf war, the 
Palestinian uprising in Israeli- 


Like the Soviets, the Saudis 
and other Arab states are seeking 
an international Middle East 
peace conference. 

Saudi Arabia is the leading 
GCC power. "The . military and 
economic alliance also groups 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Oman, Bahrain, and 
Qatar. 

Kuwait, Oman and the UAE 
have already established di- 
plomatic relations with the Soviet 
Union. . 

The. Soviets also maintain a 
sizeable military presence in 
South Yemen, the only Marxist 
Arab country. 

Over the past year,, tbe Soviets 
have expanded their militar y pre- 
sence in the Gulf and now have 
nine or 10 Soviet warships there. 

The ■ United States nari de- 
ployed at least 30 naval vessels in 
the Gulf, the biggest American 
armada assembled since the Ko- 
rean war. ■ 

Saudi Agriculture Minister 
Abdul Ra hma n Al Sheikh vfeited 
China last week in what Gulf 
diplomatic «rdes viewed as a 
*?ghai of a Breakthrough in rehf- 
toons between the two countries, 
which have no diplomatic ti re 

Saudi Arabia hffi diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan and so far 
has only commercial and cultural* 
ties with C hina 


hope, said Mohammad in the 
flyblown cafeteria of Canada 


camp. Away in the north we 
could make out die monotonous 


drone of the vigilant Israeli re- 
connaissance plane circling above 
occupied Rafah. “The only hope 
is return to the homeland” — Tne 


Middle East International, 
London. 
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The five-metre-high fence erected around the Dehaishe refugee ramp (Rk photo) 


‘We have had enough of being caged in’ 
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AT THE DEHAISHE refugee 
camp in Bethlehem, on th main 
road south to Hebron and the 
Jewish settlements that lie in the 
surrounding hills, the Israeli army 
has already reerected the 20-foot 
wire mesh fence — designed to 
protect passing traffic from stone- 
throwers — after the Palestinians 
inside had sawed through the 
metal poles that held it up. 

As an act of rebellion, the 
toppling of the Dehaishe fence- 
occupies only a modest place in 
the (interim) catalogue of six 
weeks of mass resistance to 
Israeli rule in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. With 40 Pales tinians 
dead, hundreds wounded, beaten 
and' arrested*. a little nocturnal 
pole-cutting win be barely a foot- 
note in future accounts of the 
‘‘uprising” that has impressed — 
if not shaken — the entire world. 

But the destruction of the 
fence, however short-lived serves 
as a handy symbol for what has 
happened in the occupied terri- 
tories since December 9, when 
the trouble first erupted in Gaza. 

. “Enough,” the Palestinians — in 
Dehaishe and elsewhere — are 
. saying. “We have had enough of 
bong caged, contained, oppres- 
sed and forgotten. We cannot 
- stand it any longer.” 

Surprise at the scope and level 
. of the uprising is not confined to 
the Israelis, who are accustomed, 

■ after the two decades that have 
.elapsed since the 1967 war, to 
. periodic outbursts of rage from 
the 1.5 million Palestinians they 
rule. The Palestinians themselves 
have been taken aback by the 
. power they have unleashed. And 
now they seem determined to 
exploit what they have gained. 
“We have achieved more in the 
last six weeks than we have 
achieved in the last 20 years,” 
says a left-winger in RamaQah. 
“Now we have a new yardstick. 
The uprising will continue.” 

May be. The gradual lifting of 
blockades and curfews imposed 
on all eight refugee camps m the 
Gaza Strip will be the first major 
test of Israel’s cautious hope that . 
the Arabs have been battered and 
beaten into submission. Depend- 
ence on the Israeli economy — 
more than the sealed border with 
Jordan, the much- vaunted effi- 
ciency of the Shin Bet internal 
security service, or the perma- 
nent disarray in PLO and Arab 


ranks — is the one chain th at 
cannot ever be really severed. 
More than 100,000 Palestinian 
breadwinners simply cannot stop 
work indefinitely. 

Yet what happens next is, in a 
sense, less important than what 
has already happened. “If what 
the Israelis are trying to do is to 
break people’s backs and stop 
their resistance, they might man- 
age to achieve a period of calm,” 
said one young refugee in Gaza. 
“But they have put more hatred 
into people’s hearts and this will 
create more resistance and more 
solidarity.” 

It is hard to argue with this 
simple conclusion. What really 
distinguishes this uprising from 
previous bouts of disturbances is 
that virtually everyone has been 
touched by it, even if they have 
not personally thrown stones or 
petrol bombs, burned tyres, been 
tear-gassed, beaten, shot or 
arrested. “Wherever yon throw a 
stone today,” said an old man in 
the West Bank town of Qalqilya, 
“you will find a well whose waters 
wit be drunk by future genera- 
tions thirsting for pride and 
identity.” 

Gaza, with the unchanging 
squalor and misery of its refugee 
camps, has captured most of the 
attention these past weeks, and 
not just because of Mr. David 
Mellor’s outrage. And yet the 
violent confrontations between 
Israeli soldiers and Palestinian 
women and children in the mean 
alleyways of Jabaliya or Bureij 
are less significant than what has 
been taking place elsewhere,' 
where people have far more to 
lose. 

Short of conducting a major 
public opinion poll (impossible 
under the constrictions of military 
occupation) there is no way of 
really knowing how Palestinians 
have clanged since December 9. 
“This is not England,” said a 
harassed shop-owner in Ramal- 
Lah, looking anxiously at both the 
teenage Palestinian strike-enfor- 
cers and the baton-wielding 
Israeli Border Policemen across 
the road. “We are not free to say 
what we really think.” 

But actions speak loudest of 
all, and the continuing commer- 
cial strikes in Rama llali and East 
Jerusalem are eloquent testimony 
to the depth of popular feeling 
that this uprising is going some- 


By Ian Black 

where. The mobilisation of the 
middle classes is a novelty that 
cannot be ignored. So ls the 
rapidly dawning realisation that 
the accumulated dehumanisa- 
tion of an classes of Palestinians 
has had a profound effect in 
creating a new and almost diz- 
zying sense of solidarity. 

“Israel," says a leading 
nationalist in East Jerusalem, 
“has created this uprising by de- 
fault. They have antagonised 
everyone, whether he is a mer- 
chant or a worker. Even the 
collaborators feel betrayed. In 
their empire the British created a 
class of people who benefited 
from the colonial presence. The 
Israelis have not done this. And 
what does all this talk about 
spontaneity mean? Does it imply 
that no-one expected it to hap- 
pen? Then they must be idiots.” 

The villages, where 60 per cent 
of all West Bankers still live, 
matter too. The Israelis recog- 
nised this years ago when they 
tried to create their “Village 
Leagues” as a counterweight to 
urban politicians. The majority of 
those Palestinians convicted for 
serious security offences — in- 
volving weapons and bombs, not 
stones and tyres — are villagers 
who have worked inside pre-1967 
Israel and seen their own lives 
thrown into stark and humiliating 
contrast. 

Jewish settlements built on ex- 
propriated village land, punishing 
VAT and income tax for 
businessmen, the beating and 
harassment of workers, the clo- 
sure of universities, the cen- 
sorship of newspapers, the en- 
croachments of Jewish religious 
zealots on Muslim holy places 
mean that there is something bad 
for everyone in occupation . 

“Settlers come from the Soviet 
Union and build homes with 
American dollars,” complains a 
conservative West Bank politi- 
cian, “but a villager cannot get 
permission to build two more 
rooms on his ancestral land. If 
you build without a licence they 
will demolish your bouse. If you 
apply for a licence you don’t get 
it These are the things that have 
fed the volcano.” 

Much has been made — and 
rightly so — of the new genera- 
tion of Pales tin an children who 
have grown up under Israeli rule 
and know no fear. But this is not 


just a childrens' uprising, nor an 
insurrection of the dispossessed, 
the have-nots leading on the 
haves, the refugee camps against 
townspeople who have never lost 
their homes. 

Mobilisation is a more accurate 
word than radi cassation. “Smug- 
gling food into the refugee camps 
and the creation of voluntary 
popular committees in streets and 
neighbourhoods is more impor- 
tant than the violence,” says a 
leading radical. “People have 
gone beyond ideology and have 
come down to the practical 
issues. They have learned that 
dependence is a two-way street 
ana become much more aware of 
their abihtyto harm Israel.” Elias 
Freij, the mayor of Bethlehem, 
and no firebrand, makes the same 
point: ‘Teople have reached one 
conclusion: No-one is going to 
help us unless we help 
ourselves.” 

The question of organisation 
remains an important one. The 
continuing appearance of under- 
ground leaflets calling for more 
strikes and protests attests to the 
existence of some policy-making, 
although coordination is bedevil- 
led by perennial disagreements 
between the mainstream PLO 
Fatah movement, the DFLP and 
the PFLP. 

The Communists have been 
sceptical from the start about the 
absence of clearly defined goals 
for the uprising and the ability of 
the masses to stay away from 
work in Israel. But growing coor- 
dination between Fatah and Isla- 
mic fundamentalists in Gaza — 
and the decision to allow people 
to return to work when the camp 
curfews are lifted — shows that 
things are starting to function and 
that there is some long-term 
thinking gong on. The power is 
being harnessed: The Israelis 
simply cannot arrest everyone. 

Concrete gains are still bard to 
imagine. Despite the mounting 
panic on the Israeli side and the 
belated emergence of deep 
domestic divisions about the cost 
of occupation and the moral 
bankruptcy of the brutality it 
requires, the Palestinans have yet 

Waiting for the’outcome of tiie 
next Israeli genera] elections is no 
answer Even if the result is 
significantly different from the 
deadlock that produced the para- 


Palestinian press in the uprising 


By Daond Kuttab 
THE PRESS has become the 

latest scapegoat in the Palestinian 

uprising. Foreign and local jour- 
nalists are being blamed for the 
continuation an a escalation of the 
demo ns trations. As a result of 
this (dam, journalists are being 
» harassed and kept out erf sensitive 

• areas as well as being arrested. 

The most common Israeli argu- 
' meat is- that the Palestinian de- 

■ monstrators get excited when 
they see journalists or TV crews. 
No explanation, however, _ has 

• been provided for the continua- 

■ tion of these demonstrations after 

• the press has been kept out of, for 
. example, most of the Gaza Strip. 

Nor are there ' explanations for 
the demonstrations .in places 
where there are no journalists. 
The army has distributed 
' copies of a blank order which any 
- Israeli officer-can fill out on. the ; 
spot declaring certain area a 


closed military zone. When 
pushed by journalists, the army 
explained that any officer has the 
legal power to declare, verbally, 
areas to be closed without a 
written order. In fact one officer 
explained that the existing law 
permits an officer to declare an 
area to be dosed military area 
when a journalist arrives and then 
to declare it open tiie moment the 
journalist leaves. 

Palestinian journalists have 
suffered most. They have been 
arrested, placed under adminis- 
trative detention, beaten and in- 
timidated. The newspapers, for 
which they work have been suf- 
fering massive censorship, cuts 
andbanning orders. The chair- 
man of the Arab Journalists’ 
Association, Radwan Abu 
Ayyasb, was placed under admi- 
nistrative deteotion for six 
months last December. His depu- 
ty, Salah ZuhaSra, was arrested 
in January and is suD held. AI 


Fajr editor, Hanna Simora, has 
been arrested and released on 
bail twice — on both occasions 
the Israelis were attempting to 
prevent him calling a press con- 
ference. Another member of the 
Arab Journalists’ Association, 
Sam’an Kfauri, has also been 
placed under six-mouth adminis- 
trative detention, as has Haul 
Issawi, a Jerusalem journalist 
Khuri works with Agence France 
Press. Mo hammad Zuhaika, a 
stringer for a number of local and 
foreign papers was arrested for 
two days for questioning about a 
planned press conference. Hie 
border patrol beat him up, leav- 
ing scars on his face. 

Palestinian newspaper editors 
are saying that the present cen- 
sorship is the worst ever. Articles 
translated from the Israeli press 
which used to be allowed auto- 
matically are now heavily cen- 
sored. One newspaper, AJ Sba ’b, 
was punished with a ten-day do- 


sure because it published a trans- 
lated artide without approval 
from the censors. Banning news- 
papers from West Bank and Gaza 
distribution (other than East 
Jerusalem) has become a weapon 
the Israelis often use. The 
seriousness of the Israelis was 
sees when they banned the lead- 
ing paper AJ Quds from distribu- 
tion for a month. It was later 


reduced to 18 days. 

This crackdown has resulted in 
changes within the Palestinian 
community. Palestinian journal- 
ists are spending more tune and 
effort distributing their informa- 
tion to Israeli and foreign jour- 
nalists rather than writing it for 
their own papers. Many believe 
that this is why Israel started to 
arrest journalists. Palestinian 
press people have also acted as 
guides and escorts, taking foreign 
journalists to Gara and West 
Bank hot spots — Middle East 
International, London. 


lysed national unity ooalition in 
1984, the Labour Party cannot 
and will not meet even basic Arab 
demands. 

“If we asked them to stop 
settlements, would they agree?*’ 
asks Elias Freij, without expect- 
ing an answer. “If we asked them 
to accept the Reagan plan, would 
they accept it? Or implement full 
autonomy according to the Egyp- 
tian model. Or stop the deporta- 
tions. Or throw Sharon out of the 
Muslim quarter of the Old Gty. 
Would they?” 

Thus popular expectations may 
be exaggerated — in itself a 
dangerous development for those 
concerned to keep the occupation 
working smoothly, especially 
when Palestinian activists are 
already complaining privately 
that PLO money has not come 
in to underpin the resistance. 

“The Zionists are not stronger 
than America, and we are not 
weaker than the people of Viet- 
nam,” declared one of the leaflets 
distributed last week in the name 
of the “United National Com- 
mand for the Escalation of the 
Uprising." If rhetoric outstrips 
reality too quickly, the uprising 
will ultimately fell. 

Yet it has, in a profound way, 
already succeeded. The Israeli 
Defence Ministry has placed an 
order for 10,0ti0 new wooden 
batons and there is no sign of a 
let-up in the new spirit of unity 
that has gripped the Palestinians 
in the occupied territories, even 
if, at first glance, “order” of a 
kind is being restored. The 
Israelis are a stiff-necked people 
who have manoeuvred them- 
selves into a historical dead end, 
and they will put all the fences up 
again. But behind them, in De- 
bai&he and elsewhere, things will 
never quite be the same — The 
Guardian. 


Study finds aspirin cuts heart attack risk 

An aspirin every other day 
keeps heart attacks away 


USIA 

WASHINGTON — A nation- 
wide study has shown that an 
aspirin tablet taken every other 
day can reduce the risk of having 
a heart attack almost in half. 

U.S. heart experts told repor- 
ters January 27 that the research 

provides strong evidence that 
aspirin, a common painkiller, will 
be a major weapon against car- 
diovascular disease, the nation’s 
number one killer. Heart attacks 
and stroke cause 48 per cent of all 
deaths in the United States, 
almost one million Hpathc each 
year. 

The study, conducted over a 
period of nearly five years at 
Boston’s Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, included more than 
22,000 male physicians who had 
never suffered heart attacks or 
other serious illnesses. The re- 
sults showed that a buffered 
aspirin taken every other day cut 
the risk of heart attack by 47 per 
cent. 

The study was funded by the 
National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute and reported in the 
January 28 issue of the New 
Endand Journal of Medicine. 

‘ There is little reason to sus- 
pect that the biologic effects of 
aspirin would be different in 
other populations with compara- 
ble or higher risks of cardiovas- 


cular disease,” Dr. Lawrence 
Cohen, professor of medicine at 
the Yale University School of 
Medicine, told reporters. 

‘Therefore it is possible that 
thousands of individuals may 
have their bean attack prevented 
yearly by the administration of 
aspirin every other day,” he con- 
tinued. “As such the results of 
this trial are exciting and have 
tremendous public health im- 
plications.” 

Consult your physician 

Dr. Claude Lenfant, director 
of the National Heart, Lung and 
Blood Institute, cautioned 
however that the general public 
should not take the findings as an 
indication that everyone should 
start taking aspirin, and that a 
decision to use aspirin to prevent 
heart attack should only be made 
by a person after consulting with 
a physician. 

“I hope this won’t be given to 
the whole world as a panacea to 
stay alive forever," he said. 

The doctors said that in general 
anyone with risk factors for heart 
disease should be considered 
candidates for routine use of 
aspirin. 

“Men with coronazy risk fac- 
tors such as high blood cholester- 
ol, hypertension, diabetes or a 
family history (of heart attacks) 
might well be included as aspirin 


takers,” Cohen said. “Similarly, 
even though women have a lower 
incidence of heart attack than do 
men. women with risk factors 
might well be prescribed aspirin 
to prevent heart attacks." 

Medical experts believe that 
aspirin works by inhibiting the 
aggregation of platelets, a cellular 
component of the blood responsi- 
ble for clotting. At the site of a 
narrowed artery, platelets 1 form a 
mesh that ultimately leads to a 
clot, completely obstructing the 
flow of blood through the artery. 

However, doctors cautioned 
that aspirin could decrease blood 
clotting too much in some indi- 
viduals. For example, the study 
showed that there was a small, 
though not statistically signifi- 
cant, excess of death from strokes 
among those in the study who 
received aspirin. The strokes 
were presumably caused by 
hemorrhaging in the brain. 

In the study, which began in 
1981, half of the physicians took 
aspirin for nearly five years while 
the rest received a placebo, a 
harmless substitute that looked 
and tasted like aspirin. There 
were 104 heart attacks among the 
aspirin users, five of them fatal, 
and 189 heart attacks in the com- 
parison group, including 18 heart 
attack deaths. There were also 80 
strokes in the aspirin group and 
70 among the others. 


World health ministers vow 
urgent action to combat AIDS 


By Calodia Rader 

Reuter 

LONDON — The world's health 
ministers Thursday (Jan. 28) 
pledged urgent action to combat 
the serious threat to humanity 
posed by AIDS at the end of 
three days of the highest-level 
talks held on the disease. 
Ministers and AIDS experts 
le Vati- 
formed 
viour" 

would help to stop the spread of 


from 148 countries and the 
can agreed that only “informed 
and responsible behaviour" 
help to 


AIDS, for which no vaccine or 
cure has yet been found. 

“Since AIDS is a global prob- 
lem that poses serious threat to 
humanity, urgent action by all 
governments and people the 
world over is needed,” a dedar- 
tion said. 

“The single most important 
component of national AIDS 
programmes is information and 
education because HTV transmis- 
sion can be prevented through 
informed and responsible be- 
haviour.” 

Organisers said the conference, 
sponsored jointly by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the British government, was the 
largest gathering by health minis- 
ters on any health issue. 

Jonathan Mann, director of 
WHO’s special programme on 
AIDS, called the document an 
extraordinary example of consen- 
sus and said great strides had 
been made in learning about the 
disease. 

'Two years ago it would have 
been inconceivable to see a meet- 
ing of the kind we have just 
participated in,” be said. 

“There will always be differ- 
ences, there are cultural differ- 
ences, there are political differ- 
ences (but) I think it must be 
stressed that this is an extraordin- 
ary consensus. .. Now it’s a matter 


of further translating the theory 
and the consensus into reality.” 

Programmes and campaig ns 

Delegates agreed to attack the 
tread of acquired immune de- 
iency syndrome with special 
programmes within their national 
neaith systems and to recommend 
to their governments setting np 
AIDS coordinating committees 
bringing together all sectors. 
Education champaigns should be 
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appropnz 

into account “different lifestyles, 
human and spiritual values” in 
fighting the disease, .which is 
transmitted mainly through sex, 
blood contact and from mother to 
child. 

Prevention programmes should 
also safeguard the human rights 
and dignity of the 75,000 AIDS 
sufferers worldwide, the five to 
10 million people thought to be 
infected with HIV (human im- 
munodeficiency virus) and those 
in special risk groups — such as 
homosexual men and intravenous 
drug users. 

One million people are ex- 
pected to have AIDS by 1991 and 
several hundred million others 
have behaviour that puts them at 
risk of getting it, according to the 
WHO. 

“Discrimination against, and 
stigmatisation of, HIV-infected 
people and people with AIDS 
and population groups under- 
mine public health ana must be 
avoided,” the declaration said. 

But it stopped short of conde- 
mning countries which have 
adopted restrictive measures in 
the face of AIDS such as China 
and Belgium, which require fore- 


ign residents to be tested for 
AIDS. 

WHO officials said the confer- 
ence had been an excellent 
opportunity for minisers from the 
nurd World — parts of Africa 
like Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda 
have been particularly hard-hit — 
to learn from the experience of 
the developed world. 

WHO to lead the fight 

The declaration called on 
WHO. spending $66 milli on this 
year on AIDS prevention, to 
continue to lead the fight against 
the disease and to support and 
strengthen national programmes, 
particularly in developing coun- 
tries. 

Mann praised Africa for its 
work against AIDS but said lack 
of resources made it a priority 
area for help Asia, where the 
number of AIDS cases is still veiy 
limited, was also a priority. 

Different approaches 

Talks by many of the 114 minis- 
ters and 45 senior delegates pre- 
sent revealed widely different 
approaches to AIDS. 

In Denmark, which uses the 
most straightforward 
and images, humour is one of i 
tools used to get the message 
across, including six-meter-long 
posters of condoms on the sides 
of buses and cartoon booklets on 
condom use for teenagers. Expli- 
cit videos aired on television and 
at schools show homosexuals and 
heterosexuals engaged in “safe 
sex.” 

In Kenya, prostitutes organised 
into self-help groups teach each 
other about “safe sex" through 
songs and skits and have greatly 
reduced the incidence of HTV 
infection among them. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3(f-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 






MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chmese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 1>30 
1S.H0 -25:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 
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' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taka-away sarvioe 

Open daily Noon - 3: JO p.m. 

& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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PEOPLE WHO MEED 


CLEANING 

* semets- 

CALL US! 



- - :• s :> v'/ v. 
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Electrolux 

i 




P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


•0 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

r A0«MU i/IOWUtTwSIw 
Tel: 664090.660852 

Tlx; 22205 8ESMC0 JO 
P.O. BOX 925487 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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IRIX 


Redskins make Super Bowl history 
with devastating win over Broncos 


SAN DIEGO, California (Agencies) — The 
Washington Redskins beat the Denver Broncos 
42-10 in the Super Bowl Sunday with the most 
devastating offensive explosion in the history of 
football's season finale. 

The Redskins were sparked by nightmare. Continually harried 
Doug Williams, the first black by Washington’s defence, he 


The Redskins were sparked by 
Doug Williams, the first black 
quarterback to lead his team in a 
super Bowl, who was voted the 
game’s most valuable player for 
completely upstaging his opposite 
number — footballs golden boy 
John Elway. 

For Washington, it was their 
second Super Bowl victory in six 
years, the last in 1983. The Bron- 
cos suffered their second straight 
Super Bowl defeat, having lost 
39-20 to the New York Giants last 
year. 

Super Bowl XXII was decided 
in a dramatic second quarter 
when Washington, trailing 10-0, 
exploded for 35 unanswered 
points — the highest tally in a 
quarter in Super Bowl history. 

The Redskins scored on all five 
second-quarter possessions — 
four tallies on touchdown passes 
by Williams which tied a Super 
Bowl record. The explosion came 
after the quarterback had limped 
off at the end of the first quarter 
with a sprained knee. 

Wiltiams. 32, who started the 
season as Washington's number 
two quarterback, also broke the 
record for Super Bowl passing 
with a total of 340 yards, nearly 
all in the second quarter. 

His principal aides in the de- 
molition of Denver were wide 
receiver Ricky Sanders and run- 
ning back Timmy Smith. 

Records set 

Sanders caught nine passes for 
193 yards — a Super Bowl record 
— with two touchdowns. Smith, a 
largely unheralded rookie, broke 
the game's rushing record with 
204 yards and also scored two 
touchdowns. 

No first-year player had pre- 
viously gained over 100 yards in a 
Super Bowl. 

Elway. the focus of most of the 
pre-game press attention, opened 
on a stunning note. On Denver's 
first play, he launched a 56-yard 
touchdown pass to wide receiver 
Ricky Nattiel. 

But Elway’s day turned into a 


completed only 14 of 38 passes 
and was intercepted three times. 

His vaunted trio of receivers, 
the “three amigos,” were shut 
down by the Redskins' defensive 
backs. 

Williams' performance caps a 
remarkable comeback for a play- 
er whose career seemed almost 
over two years ago. 

The former Tampa Bay Buc- 
caneer only won the Redskins’ 
starting quarterback job in the 
final regular season game before 
the playoffs. In the two playoff 
games, Washington scored only 
38 points. 

For the fifth straight year, the 
Super Bowl turned out to be a 
somewhat anti-climactic, one- 
sided affair. 

The Redskins' last win in 1983 
was relatively-close — 27-17 over 
Miami. The following year they 
lost to the Los Angeles Raiders 


38-9. Both the Redskins’ Super 
Bowl victories have come in 
strike-marred seasons. 

And it was an eerie reprise for 
the Broncos, whose coach, Dan 
Reeves, said they were haunted 
bv their 39-20 loss to the New 
York Giants in 19S7, a contest in 
which they led at halftime then 
were outgained 200-2 over the 
next 20 minutes. 

If that was a haunting, this one 
was a possession. 

Consider this: 

— Williams was playing less 
than 24 hours after root canal on 
a molar, and set a Super Bowl 
record with 340 yards on 18-of-29 
passing, 306 in the first half. Only 
six other quarterbacks have pas- 
sed for 300 yards in a full Super 
Bowl. The four TD passes by the 
first black quarterback to play in 
this ultimate game tied the record 
for a Super Bowl. 

— The 35 second-quarter 
points — on just 18 plays — were 
14 more than the Super Bowl 
record for a quarter and the most 
in a single period in National Foot- 
ball League (NFL) playoff his- 






tory. i oey used just 5:47 to score 
them ana scored oa five straight 
possessions, failing only when 
Williams downed the ball on the 
last play of the half. 

— Smith, a surprise starter for 
George Rogers, rushed for 131 
yards in the first half, five more 
than he had in the entire regular 
season. He finished with 204 
yards in 22 carries, including his 
first two pro touchdowns. That 
broke Marcus Allen’s record of 
191 set in the Raiders' 38-9 rout 
of the Redskins in 1984. 


TO ALL BOWLERS.. 

PROFESSIONALS, AMATEURS AND FANS 
COME ON IN AND ENJOY THE FIRST BOWLING 
TOURNAMENT FOR AMMAN BOWLING CENTER SILVER CUP 


* BRITAIN VIS KOREA 


BRITISH TEAM 

Kmln Spray 
Kan WhOchar 
Data Ball 
BobWIIMnaon 
Andy BrigMwall 
John Qatt 


KOREAN TEAM 

1 — Hwang Boon Kyu 

2 — Laa Chang Sooto 

3 - Kim Sang Soft 

4 - PakWoongCtnri 

5 - PakNm Young YI 
8— CholCht Myung Sook 


'PHILIPPINE VIS JORDAN 


PHILIPPINE TEAM 


JORDAN TEAM 


Qunny Daamarlnaa — 1 — 

NoUaLaocaOo - 2 - 

Dal Antonio — a — 

Ctiia Lomibao — 4 — sFjLjM jV 

Manny Contraraa - S — .0*11' J—J, 

JanayBala - B - 


JUDGE - ITALIAN CHAMPION 
GINO BARBIERI 


Data: Tuesday 2nd Fab. 1988 
Tima: !LOO P.M. 

Placa: Amman Bowling Can" - 
Jabal Amman, lal Clrcta 
Rainbow Si real 
Abu Dahab Center 
Tat 648805 


ION J 



DO NT FORGET TO §§ 

ACCOMPANY YOUR FRIENDS )@ 

ADMISSION FREE 



AMMAN 

BOWLIN® CENTER. 



— Sanders, who caught two of 
the four ID passes, baa 131 yards 
on receptions in the first hair and 


finished with a record 193 yards 
and nine receptions. 

The 356 yards gained by 
Washington in the second quarter 
was just 17 less than its season- 
long average for a full game and 
its six touchdowns set a Super 
Bowl record. 

It didn't start that way. 

Broncos take lead bnt lose it 

The Broncos scored on their 
first offensive play, a 56-yard pass 
from Elway to Ricky Nattiel, and 
added three more points on their 
second possession on Rich Karlis’ 
24-yard field goal. 

But then came the boom, an 
offensive noise louder than the 
noise from the formation of jets 
that flew over Jack Murphy Sta- 
dium at the close of the national 
am hem. It was equalled by a 
defence that limited Elway to two 
completions in 15 attempts during 
that period, sacked him four 
times and picked off three of his 
passes. 

Fifty-three seconds into the 
second quarter, Williams threw 


an 80-yard touchdown pass to 
Sanders. Less than four minutes 
later, it was a 27-yarder to Gary 
Clark, followed by a 58-yard TD 
run by Smith, his first pro touch- 
down; a 50-yarder to Sanders and 
an eight-yarder to Clint Didier. 

It hardly looked like that at the 
start. 

Beginning with the 56-yard 
touchdown pass from Elway to 
Nattiel on their Gist play from 
scrimmage, the Broncos befud- 
dled the Redskins in the first 
quarter with just about every- 
thing in their diverse pfaybook. 

While Washington was starting 
its first five possessions at its own 
20 or worse and open receivers 
were dropping passes, Denver 
was moving up and down the 
field. 

There was a halfback pass to 
Elway, a quarterback draw, 
shovel passes and runs when 
Washington was looking for the 
pass. 

But the Broncos couldn't finish 
off what they started. 

Their second drive stalled at 
the Washington 7 and resulted in 
a field goal; their third was 
thwarted when Alvin Walton 
dropped Elway for an 18-yard 
loss, pushing the Broncos out of 
field goal range. 

After Washington went 1-2-3- 
punt on its first series, Elway 
went boom — and it was 7-0 
Broncos just 1:57 into the game. 

It was the simplest of patterns 
— Nattiel on a fly, streaking right 
by Barry Wilburn, who later had 
two interceptions. Nattiel caught 
the ball in stride at the 7 and fell 
over the goal line as Wilburn 
tackled him too late. 


Celebrating Redskins fans 
romp through Washington 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hundreds of thousands of Washington 
Redskins fans poured into the streets of the U.S. capital for a 
raucous, sometimes violent, celebration Sunday night of the 
team's 42-10 Super Bowl win over the Denver Broncos. 

■A police spokesman, who asked not to be identified, said an 
undetermined number of arrests were made because of incidents 
of looting, window breaking at area shops and fights between 
celebrants. 

No official arrests estimates were available because of the large 
number of people in the area, he said. 

However, earlier in the evening at least four youths were 
arrested in an apparent racial incident in which four white 
teenagers jumped a black youth and stole his leather coat. . 
police said die four likely would be charged with robbery. 
Several other celebrants were detained by police for public 
drunkenness. No formal charges have been brought against them. 

At the White House, President Ronald Reagan and his wife, 
Nancy, gathered with about 40 personal friends in the family 
theatre to watch the game, said Liz Murphy, a White House 
spokeswoman. 

Fans poured out of the local ban, townhouses and college 
fraternities of Georgetown, a Washington neighbourhood, to 
mass on street comers and wave Redskin banners. With “we’re 
No. 1” fingers raised high, they sang “Hail to the Redskins” and 
sent up cheers from atop li gh t poles for television cameras. 

An extra contingent of police officers wearing riot gear blocked 
off sections of the area to vehicles, but allowed clamouring fans, 
estimated at 100,000 to turn the neighbourhood into a giant block 
party. 

Jubilation turns to chagrin 
for Denver Broncos fans 

DENVER (AP) — Jubilation lasted a mere 15 minutes in bars 
and living rooms in this football-crazy town Sunday night as 
Denver’s oeloved Broncos blew an early 10-0 lead ana fell 42-10 
to the Washington Redskins in the Super Bowl. 

“It was a wake. It was very tragic,” said Charlie Biedennan, 
whose two dozen guests watched the game on his big-screen 
television. “The feeling here was ‘wait until the year after next'.” 
In anticipation of a Super Bowl victory, the city was awash in 
the Broncos’ orange and blue during the past two weeks. Pep 
rallies were held daily. Instead, Sunday proved to be the day 
Denver went 0-3 in die Super Bowf. 

“We started to lose our enthusiasm at halftime,” said Michele 
Kiddney. a cocktail waitress at Bay Wolf Restaurant, site of a 
black-tie party of 100. “We remained hopeful in the second half, 
but in our hearts we knew what would happen.” 

In a nightmarish second quarter, Washington went ahead 
35-10, anathe shell-shocked Broncos never recovered. 

The game evoked a sense of de/a vu among Denver fans. Last 
year in the Super Bowl, Denver was ahead of the New York 
Giants 10-9 at halftime but lost 39-20. 

At Denver’s Prudential Plaza, where a giant TV screen had 
been erected, hundreds gathered to watch the game in light snow. 
By the third quarter, the crowd had dwindled to fewer than 50. 
Supermarkets experienced the opposite effect. 

“It was dead in the first half,” a supermarket clerk said during 
the second half, “but it’s picked up. We have customers, although 
it’s a little thinner than usual.” 

At Jackson's Hole, a sports bar in suburban Lakewood owned 
by former Broncos tight end Ron Egloff, the cheering of fans in 
the standing-room-only bar drowned out the 33 TV-sets in the first 
period, when Denver was ahead. 


Draw sets possible Liverpool-Everton clash 


LONDON (R) — Favourites 
Liverpool are in line to meet 
neighbours and league champions 
Everton in the fifth round of the 
English Football Association 
(F.A.) Cup. 

In an appetising draw made 
Monday the runaway league lead- 
ers must travel to the winners of 
the fourth round tie between 
Everton and Second Division 
Middlesbrough. 

Although Middlesbrough are 
at home in Wednesday's replay, 
the odds are still on doughty 
cup-fighters Everton reaching the 
next round. 

Everton are the only side this 
season to beat Liverpool. That 
was in a third round league cup 
tie in October but since then 
Liverpool are unbeaten in all 
competition and they would wel- 
come the chance of cup revenge 
over their old foes. 


Liverpool's highly efficient 2-0 
fourth round success at Aston 
Villa Sunday sent more shudders 
through the ranks. 

The other glamour tie, which 
is sure to be a sell-out, is at 
Arsenal where Manchester Un- 
ited are the visitors. 

Third Division Port Vale, who 
knocked out Tottenham Satur- 
day, were rewarded with another 
home tie, against First Division 
Watford. 

Improving' Newcastle United, 
famous cup fightere of the 1950s, 
wfll be at home to rugged Wimb- 
ledon, fancied by many to go a 
long way in the competition. 

In another all First-Division 
affair, Queen's Park Rangers en- 
tertain Luton, who, like their 
hosts, play on a plastic surface. 

An all-midlands clash features 
Second Division Birmingham at 
home to Nottingham Forest. In 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

Morning Meeting 

February 3, 1988 
Amra Hotel, 10 a.m. 

Guest Speaker 

• * w * 

Afternoon Meeting 

February 10, 1988 
Amra Hotel, 4 p.m. 


other games, Portsmouth or Shef- 
field United are at home to Brad- 
ford, while Blackpool or Man- 
chester Gty entertain Plymouth. 

The ties are dne to be played 
on Feb. 20. 

Nottinghan Forest, which lies 
second to Liverpool in the league 
standings, must travel for the 
third consecutive round, meeting 
Second Division Birmingham 
Gty. 

Bradford Gty, second division 
conqueror of Oxford United in 
the previous round, must visit 
either to Portsmouth or Sheffield 
United, whose fourth round 
match was postponed. 

The only fifth round match not 
to involve a First Division side 
sees Plymouth Argyle visiting the 
winner of a replay between 
Blackpool and Manchester Gty. 

For Port Vale, a team from a 
central English region famous for 
malting pottery, tne draw means 
another capacity crowd of 20,000 
to boost its finances. 

Reacting to the home draw 
against Watford, Port Vale mana- 
ger John Rudge said: “We have 
already shown by beating Tot- 
tenham that anything is possible. 
The game will be another oppor- 
tunity to pvt Port Vale on the 
map." 


FURNISHED 

HOME 

FOR RENT 


FOR 

RENT 


With deluxe furniture; consists of 3 bedrooms, living room, 
spacious salon, 3 bathrooms, with telephone and central 
heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Rosary School, near the Audi 
Bureau Department 

Tel. 663749 


Deluxe fully-furnished apartments 
3 bedrooms, living, dining & guest rooms. 
Location: Shmeisani, adjacent to commercial area. 


Please call: 822814 or 676812. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677421)1 f Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: h 755 73 1 f Cinema 



Wife Of 

An Important Man 

ft i fwiMiro. 1. W. ft IS. H.W. Ill % 



D1 A9A 


Tel: 677420 




NEW YORK (R) — Standings of N 
(NBA), teams after Sunday's games: 


Standings of National Basketball Association 


Eastern Conference 
Atlantic. Division 



W 

L 

Pet. 

GB 

Boston Celtics 

31- 

12 

.721 

— ■ 

Philadelphia 76ers 

19 

22 

.463 

11 

Washington Bullets 

17 

23 

.425 

12« 

New York Knicks 

14 

28 

.333 

16% 

New Jersey Nets 

9 

32 

.220 

21 


Central Division 




W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Atlanta Hawks 

30 

13 

.698 


Detroit Pistons - 

24 

14 

.632 

3 Vz 

Chicago Bulls 

26 

16 

.619 

m 

Milwaukee Bucks 

21 

19 

S25 

IVi 

Geveland Cavaliers 

21 

- 21 

S00 

8VS 

Indiana Pacers 

20 

21 

.488 

9 


Western Conference 

Midwest Division 



W . 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Dallas Mavericks 

28 

12 

.700 

— 

Denver Nuggets 

24 

17 

.585 

4V4 

Houston Rockets 

23 

- 17 

SIS 

5 

Utah Jazz 

18 

23 

.439 

10 Vi 

San Antonio Spurs 

17 

22 

.436 

10V4 

Sacramento Kings 

16 

28 

.364 

16 


Pacific Division 




w 

. L 

Pet 

GB 

L.A. Lakers 

33 

8 

.805 

— 

Portland 

25 

15 

.625 

IS 

Seattle 

25 

18 

.581 

9 

Phoenix 

13 

27 

325 

19.5 

L.A. Clippers 

10 

31 

.244 

23 

Golden State 

9 

30 

.231 

23 


NHL STANDINGS 



(Ice Hockey) 




NEW YORK (R) — Standings of National Hockey League (NHL) 
teams after Sunday’s games: 


Wales Conference 
Patrick Division 





W 

L 

T 

Pis 

GF 

GA 

Philadelphia Flyers 

26 

20 

6 

58 

■176 

181 

Washington Capitals 

24 

22 

6 

54- 

176 

162 

New York Islanders 

24 

21 

5 

53 

195 

ISO 

New Jersey Devils 

23 

24 

5 

51 

178 

193 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

21 

23 

9 

51 

206 

212 

New York Rangers 

20 

25 

6 

46 

198 

193 


Adams Division 




Montreal Canadians 

28 

15 

10 

66 

164 

164 

Boston Bruins 

29 

19 

5 

63 

166 

166 

Buffalo Sabres 

23 

21 

9 

55 

200 

200 

Hartford Whalers 

22 

22 

7 

51 

163 

163 

Quebec Nordiques 

21 

25 

3 

45 

185 

185 

1 Campbell Conference 





Norris Division 





W 

L 

T 

Pts. 

GF 

GA 

Detroit Red Wings 

24 

19 

8 

56 

■201 

173 

St. Louis Blues 

23 

23 

5 

51 

176 

175 

Chicago Black Hawks 

22 

27 

3 

47 

184 

211 

Minnesota North Stars 

16 

30 

8 

40 

166 

224 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

15 

28 

9 

39 

191 

219 


Smthe Division 




Calgary Flames 

32- 

14 

6 

70 

262 

189 

Edmonton Oilers 

29 

17 

7 

65 

234 

178 

Winnipeg Jets 

22 

22 

7 

51 

186 

193 

Los Angeles Kings 
Vancouver Canucks 

18 

16 

’31 

30 

5 

7 

41 

39 

198 

180 

243 

203 


Sokolov in World Chess Festival 


SAINT JOHN, New Brunswick 
(AP) — Canadian grandmaster 
Kevin Spragett scored a victory 
Sunday m toe resumed fifth game 
of his World Chess Cham- 
pionship candidates final against 
Andrei Sokolov of the Soviet 
Union. 

Spragett’s victory tied their 
match at 2:5. 

Play had been adjourned 
Saturday in a position with the 
34-year-old Spragett from Mon- 
treal maintaining a pawn advan- 
tage. 


In the second session, Sprag- 
gett won a further-two pawns and 
eventually forced Sokolov’s res- 
ignation at move 73. 

Sokolov, 24, who was ranked 
third in the world last year, had 
been the favourite before the six- 
game duel began. 

But Spraggett's fi ghtin g pfay 
has left experts unwilling to rule 
out a upset. 

The winner of the candidates 
series wfll challenge world cham- 
pion Garri Kasparov of the Soviet 
Union for his title in 1990. 


FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT 
f OR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 
phone r00mSl veran< ^ a ’ w ^" 1 central heating and tele- 

S lTctte°° r ° f 3 bU ' din8 - U ’ Ca,6d 0n Jabal 

Call tel. 624730. 


WANTED: SCHOOL BUILDING 
FOR RENT 

1000 - 1400 sq.m., with playground 
Location: West AMMAN 

Please contact: 664099, 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 


TURKISH CULTURAL CENTRE 
ANNOUNCES 
ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS 


DuIsfenTSrSis « start m February -|°, 1988. 

^ , JO y 'lO M ^^ WednaSday ' from 10: “ 10 11:«> am. . 











Parliamentarians propose new 
tax to help Palestinian revolt 
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AMMAN (J.T.) _ A recent 
proposal by ten parliamentarians 
to draft a tax legislation to sup- 
port the Palestinian u prisin g in 
tie occupied territories has 
down mired reactions as to the 
viability of such a move. 

The deputies of the Lower 
House of Parliament have pre- 
sented a signed petition to the 
House asking it to consider draft- 
ing a bin to be called “tax for the 
support of .the uprising in the 
occupied territories.” 

In their petition, the deputies 
who represent constituencies in 
East and West Banks of Jordan' 
said the tax was needed to main- 
tain the momentum and secure 
sustainability to the ongoing up- 
rising in the West Bank andCaza 
Strip. 

■ Commenting on the deputies’ 
suggestion, industrialist Fuad 
Habash said he favoured any sort 
of assistance to support the stead- 
fastness of the Palestinian people 
under occupation. “They must be 
Bring in a (fere economic situation 
haring been engaged in the upris- 
ing for the past 50 days,” Han ash 
told the Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview. 

He noted that the channftfo of 
support were not important “so 
long as the aid finds its way to our 


brothers under occupation. 
Whatever assistance we donate 
w ffl rem ain little compared to the 
sacrifices undertaken by the 
Pales tinians in the occupied i 
tones, Habash added. 

A Jordanian s cholar criticised 
the projected draft saying that the 
“funds are unlikely to reach the 
hands of the needed people.” 
Such a move would only “pacify 
the ongoing uprising,” said the 
scholar too declined to be 
quoted by name. 

He said “it is a step long 
overdue since Pales tinians else- 
where have been paying a similar 
tax. - 

Economist Riad Khouri said, 
in general, be was in favour of the 
tax provided the people can 
afford to pay it wSDingly. Khouri 
noted that Third World countries 
impose various taxes and finan- 
which are either 



„ evaded or partially im- 
plemented. This, he added, 
causes problems, for both govern- 
ments and citizens. 

Another economist said he 
favoured political support for the 
uprising through official channels 
rather than levying an extra tax 
on families who may not be able 
to pay it. 


Jordanians, EC ofSdals hold talks 
on development, cooperation 


NGS 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
and Acting Planning Minister 
Fayez A1 Tarawneh, met Monday 
with representatives from the 
European Commission and the 
European Investment Bank who 
are currently visiting Jordan. 

Tarawneh discussed with the 
representatives financial policies 
adopted by the Jordanian govern- 
ment to develop and support 
Arab and regional cooperation. 
* " J CF (4 He also outlined the importance 
’*•* i. of aid received from the Euro- 
pean Community in the form of 
three financial protocols for de- 
velopment cooperation projects. 

Tarawneh stressed the import- 
ance of cooperation between the 
European Community and Jor- 
dan especially in tfaie form of 
transferrin g technological kno- 
whow and joint regional projects. 


■* , $ u- 


■( ;. 
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The representatives also held 
talks with Water and Irrigation 
Minister Ahmad Dakhqan. Dur- 
ing the meeting, an agreement 
was reached between European 
Investment Bank and the minis- 
try on funding a feasibih 
on dams in AI Moujeb 
Agreement was also reached 
on funding sewage projects and 
artesian welkin Zaraa and Azraq 
areas respectively. The funding 
includes designs and other neces- 
documentation. 
lother accord was also 
readied on conducting a feasibil- 
ity study for developing and im- 
proving the East Gnor Canal to 
conserve water. 

The representatives arrived 
here Sunday for a five-day visit 
The two sides are expected to 
conclude their discussions Thurs- 
day. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
you have occasion to investigate 
any financial matters, be extreme- 
ly thorough and watch out for cost- 
ly errors. Your creative abilities are 
particularly keen at thia time, so 
direct them at worthwhile goals. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be 
certain you have kept an important 
promise to the letter before con- 
sidering any new projects. Avoid an 
overly critical person. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Your busmens partner may be 
rather difficult this morning, but 
don't let that spoil your mood. 
Entertain some gnesta to n ight. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t allow a disagreeable co- 
worker to get your dander op. Stay 
around those people who maintain 
un beat attitudes. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
■ JnL 2U Postpone an enterta inmen t 
you were ooosdering. I n st e ad, find 
some way of adding to your income 
and improving your property. 

LEO (JoL 22 to Ang. 21) Don't let 
an. irritating home situation keep 
yoo from completing your business 
duties. Improving your appearance 
and wardrobe would be wise. 

VIRGO (Aag. 22 to Sept 22) In- 
stead of just daydreaming your 


From trie Cairo! Hotter Institute 

spare time away, work on improv- 
ing your efficiency. Avoid the temp- 
tation to argue with your mate. 

LIBRA Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
Revise your budget, catting out all 
umtecoesary expenses. Get out and 
socialize tonight; you’re likely to 
make some valuable contacts. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
You may be a bit too fixed in your 


views, so try to keep an open mind 
for a change and list 


a ten to what 


others have to say objectively. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Some tr u s twort hy friends can 
help you make big progress very 
quickly, so be sure to ask politely 
for help if you need it 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Steer dear of a friend who fends to 
be too demanding and sometimes 
gets on your nerves. Don't neglect 
any important business matters. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You'll have a considerable amount 
of luck today at being in the right 
place at the right time, so keep your 
eyes open for opportunities. 

PISCES (Febu 20 to Mar. 20) Your 
fellow workers can be very helpful 
today, but someone yon don’t know 
too well could give you bad advice. 
Consider new ideas carefully. 


RTMENT 





THE Daily Crossword », 


Fl o mc tt C. Attar 


ACROSS 
1 Moroccan city 
8 Macaw 
11 Tree 
14 Cognizant 

16 Liar 
18 Old car 

17 Blend 

18 Savage 
20 Force 

22 Mothar-of- 
peail 

23 Mimics 

25 Qrmq> of throe 
28 “ 

29 


80 

32 Booming 
34 O h m - 
38 Transgressors 

42 Leaking 

DVDC8M 

43 Rubber bands 
46 Array man for 

short 
48 



49 Crimson 

50 Br. dandy 

54 A Fold 

55 C o ver s 

56' In profusion 
SB Chaplains 
80 Hair ofips 


01OS7 TrifiUM Madia Bevteac. Inc. 
Ail nghtstasanad 


68 Mineral 

87 Relative 

88 Peace 


89 Legal matter 
78 Shadow 
bnpraaaioM 
71 Ctwalna of 
fee harp 

DOWN 

1 Crash 

2 Reverence 

I dp. province 

4 Or. town 

5 Abound 
8 Prince — 

(buck eaaf) 

7 Literary . 
•tyto _ 

8 Month: abbr. 


g Conf edera te 
soldier 
* ID It. Island 

group 

11 Heath genua 

12 Find mil 

13 Artist Claude 
19 HR hard 

21 Sch. gp- 

23 Degrade 

24 Danger 
28 Egyptian 

sacred bud 
27 Food Osh 

30 Canaw's land 

31 Taka forefidy 
33 Response; 

abbe. 

35 WVW1 agey. 

36 Lawyer 
87 Goaded 
38 Sows 

40 Mature 

41 Tropical fteh 
44 Mystery 

character 
47 Rents 
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48 Ancient 
timet 

60 Small drum 

51 Ben 
Jonaonl H 

52 Sacks 

53 In favor of . 


55 Suspicious 
57 Mind 
.59 Rant 

81 Even 

82 Decimal base 
84 Vane le t t e r s 
65 Roman coin. 


Dollar, shares rise sharply 


LONDON (R)— The dollar rose 
sharply in European trading 
Monday, touching its highest 
levels smee mid-November on a 
lead set in Tokyo a few hours 
earlier. 

The U.S. currency was boosted 
by anticipation of strong demand 
for $27 billion worth of U.S. 
Treasury bonds being auctioned 
this week io Washington’s 
quarterly refunding exercise and 
speculation about new interest 
rate cuts, dealers said. 

It opened in London at 1.6928 
Deutschemarks and 129.47 
Japanese yen after closing in 
Tokyo at 1.6873 marks and 129 
yen. It had ended in London on 
Friday at 1.6765 marks and 
127.70 yen. 

“The dollar has got off to a 
fairly good start. It looks as if we 
arc going to test 1.70 (marks),” 
the chief dealer of a large U.S. 
bank in Frankfurt said. 

Britain’s pound sterling 
weakened in the face of the dol- 
lar’s strength to open at $1.7505 
— almost two cents on Friday. 

Gold also fell, beginning the 


day at $453.05 an ounce in Lon- 
don after dosing on Friday at 
$456.00. 

In addition to die anticipation 
about the treasury bond auction 
in Washington and the prospect 
of lower interest rates, the dollar 
also took strength from weekend 
comments at ah international 
symposium in Davos, Switzer- 
land, by U.S. Trade Representa- 
tive Clayton Yentter. 

He said be thought foreign 
exchange rates were now at the 
right level to make American 
companies competitive in over- 
seas markets. The dollar has fal- 
len by around 50 per cent against 
the mark and the yen since a 
recent peak three years ago. 

Share values opened firmer in 
London with the Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange index of 100 
leading shares up 6.5 points. 

Leading West German shares 
also rose m early pre-bourse trad- 
ing on the stronger dollar and 
wall Street gains last week, but 
then slipped back amid con- 
tinuing concern about the domes- 
tic economy, dealers said. 


Omani first stock exchange 
reportedly to open in spring 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — Oman’s 
first stock exchange will operate 
in spring, the English-language 
newspaper Oman Dally Observer 
reported Monday. 

Last month, officials said the 
stock exchange would be laun- 
ched in faH 

The newspaper quoted the 
newly appointed Commerce and 
Industry undersecretary AI Ya- 
qdhan AI Hinai as saying a 
eminent incentive package 
greatly stimulated industrial de- 
velopment. 

Initially, the exchange would 
be limited to dealing in shares of 
local companies. 

Oman and Bahrain are seeking 
to operate stock exchanges in an 
effort to stimulate private invest- 
ment in industry. 

Kuwait is the only country in 
the region with an official stock 
exchange, although it suffered a 
setback in 1982 when an unoffi- 
cial exchange dealing in foreign 
shares collapsed because of $96 
billion in post-dated checks. 

03-dependent states want to 
diversify their economies to 
break reliance on o3 revenues. 

The president of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, Ma- 
qbool Ibn Ali Sultan, urged Oma- 
nis Sunday to support local in- 


dustry. 

“Local products are as good as 
imported ones,” be said at the 
opening of Oman's first perma- 
nent local industry exhibition. 

In the oil sector. Oman cut its 
565,000 barrels per day oil output 
by five per cent Monday to sup- 
port OPECs moves to stabilise 
oil prices, the official Omani 
News Agency said. 

It quoted 03 Minister Said Ibn 
Ahmad AI Shanfari as saying 
that, with die cut, Oman’s ex- 
ports would be lowered to 
489,250 b/d in February from 
around 515,000 in January. Non- 
OPEC Oman’s domestic con- 
sumption is around 50,000 b/d. 

Shanfari said the cut, in coor- 
dination with other non-OPEC 
countries, was aimed at sup- 
porting the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) attempts to keep o3 
prices at a reasonable level. 
Oman cut its output last year 
around 50,000 b/d to support 
iPEC 

OPEC’s benchmark oil price 
was set at $18 a barrel last year 
bat overproduction has led to 
widespread discounting and 
pushed spotmarket prices some 
$2 below this figure. 


% 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 



LONDON i 
moot 
sent 

By 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 was down 0.9 to "1,789.9, wiping 
out the earlier gains which took the index to a high of 1,807.3 at 
1205 GMT, minutes before the Bank of England announcement. 
; Wall Street trading got off to a firm start Monday afternoon, 
helping keep U.K. snares steady at first But dealers said the New 
York market disappointed some expectations of a powerful surge 
on the back of the stronger dollar and soon gave up some of the 
ground made in the early part of the session there. 

The Bank of England's rate hike is a dear signal that it wants 
base rates to rise to nine per cent from 8 Vi. Britain’s banks are 
expected to raise their rates quickly. 

Some rise in base rates was talked about in die market 
following Bank of England Governor Robin Leigh-Pemberton’s 
remarks last week. Lejgh-Pemberton said that interest rates may 
have to rise to contain U.K. inflationary pressures. 


World economic chiefs stress time factor 
as key to correct global trade turmoil 


DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — Economic policy-mak- 
ers say the world wifl escape a recession and may be 
healthier after the turmoil on share and currency 
markets, but they are having a hard time convincing 
businessmen, or even all of their colleagues. 


modest recession, coming on the 
heels of a stock market crash, 
could start to feed on itself and 
send the world into a downward 


“In informal meetings here. I 
heard a lot of pessimism,” David 
Mulfoid, assistant secretary of 
the U.S. Treasuiy, said of the 
Davos world economic forum, 
which began on Thursday and 
ends next Saturday. “But policies 
are moving in the right direc- 
tion.” 

“We are in a delicate process of 
confidence boil ding,” he added. 
“There is no substitute fen 1 pati- 
ence, time and developing poli- 
cies options that are acceptable 
and politically possible in our 
countries.” 

But another important econo- 
mic figure, who did not want to 
be named, or even identified as a 
businessman or government offi- 
cial, saw it differently. 

Tm deeply pessimistic. In- 
terest rates and exchange rates 
cannot be maintained at current 
levels. Something’s got to give,” 
he said. 

Officials of the major industrial 
democracies paint a picture, de- 
spite the recent upheavals on 
financial markets, of a global 
economy that will manage to 
escape a recession. 

The world might even find it- 


self healthier, sobered after the 
excess enthusiasm of 1987, which 
saw stock markets soar before 
their resounding October crash, 
on their way to what was the 
longest period of sustained 
growth since World War II. 

The subject has dominated 
both the formal programme of 
this year's world economic forum 
in Davos and the informal talks in 
the corridors, where 1,000 top 
business and government person 
nalities have gathered for the 
symposium. 

Senior officials from the Un- 
ited States, Japan and West Ger- 
many — the three biggest indust- 
rial powerhouses — all pleaded 
for time. Curing massive imba- 
lances in their trade and pay- 
ments was not an easy task, they 
said. 

And there, many businessmen 
and bankers and some economic 
policy-makers believe, is the 
problem. Time, they say, is run- 
ning out. 

The world has already witnes- 
sed five full years of steady eco- 
nomic expansion, so it is high 
time for a normal , cyclical cooling 
down. But the gloom of even a 


Even a modest recession could 
aggravate the Third World debt 
crisis, and that in turn could 
present renewed dangers to the 
world banking system. 

This is also an election year in 
the United States, and no one 
here expects the Reagan adminis- 
tration to muster the willpower 
for new policy initiatives, though 
that is one of the things the world 
needs most. 

A year ago, finance ministers 
and central bankers from six ma- 

{ or industrial power agreed in 
‘axis that it was time the dollar's 
2V*-year slide ended. Their agree- 
ment, dubbed the Louvre 
Accord, managed to keep the 
dollar virtually unchanged for 
eight months. 

But that time was not without 
its pressures. According to pri- 
vate estimates, confirmed in- 
directly by a leading central bank- 
er, monetary authorities bought 
nearly $120 billion during that 
time to keep the dollar steady. 

That meant central banks had 
to finance about three-quarters of 
the United States current account 
deficit — the shortfall in trade of 
goods and services and in finan- 
cial transfers — because private 
financial markets were unwilling 


to do so. 

Central bankers say there were 
limits to the amount of unwanted 
dollars they could absorb. They 
could intervene massively again 
this year, but then the game is 
over. The U.S., however is ex-' 
peered to run a current account 
deficit for at least several more 
years. 

In the speeches here, Mulford, 
Japan’s vice-minister of finance, 
Toyoo Gyohlen, and Helmut 
Schlesinger, vice-president of the 
West German Bundesbank, each 
emphasised that adjustment of 
policies in each of their countries 
will take time. 

They argued that policy coor- 
dination was working, gradually, 
to cure the ills of the world 
economy. 

But one participant at the 
Davos meeting, speaking private- 
ly, was not so sure. The time 
bought last year with central bank 
intervention after the Louvre 
Accord has been wasted, he said. 
The result was the stock market 
crash. 

And this year leadership was 
lacking, especially from a lame- 
duck Reagan administration and 
a coalition in Bonn weakened by 
a political scandal in the state of 
Schleswig-Holstein. 

“I'm not really all that pessi- 
mistic,” he said. “But after saying 
that, I'm not so sure anymore. 


Services slow at Egyptair 


CAIRO (AP) — At least 3,500 
passengers have suffered flight 
delays or had to get alternate 
transportation because of a five- 
day work-to-rule slowdown by 
Egyptair’s pilots, airline sources 
said Monday. 

The 270 pOots who fly the 25 
planes of Egypt’s national carrier 
are demanding salary increases 
and other incentives, the sources 
said. They added the slowdown is 
costing the company about a mil- 
lion pounds ($450,450) daily. 

All pflots joined in the strike, 
but only charters and other flights 
outside the normal flight schedule 
have been cancelled, said tbe 
sources, who would not allow use 
of their names. Regular flights 
were running an hour late and 
more, the sources said. 

A spokeswoman for Egyptair 
denied to the Assodatea Press 
that there was a strike but said a 


number of flights were dela 

The airline sources said 15 
flights have been cancelled smee 
Thursday, five of them interna- 
tional. 

The 10 cancelled domestic 
.flights mainly were to the south- 
ern Egyptian tourist resorts of 
Luxor and Aswan, which left 
around 2,500 foreign tourists 
stranded at airports. 

Sources said that tourists mak- 
ing the round trip between Cairo 
and Luxor and Aswan were hav- 
ing to take die regular overnight 
train, a journey of almost 12 
hours rather than a 45-minute 
flight. 

Winter is the high season for 
tourists in Egypt because tbe re- 
latively cooler temperatures 
make visits to ancient monuments 
in Cairo and southern Egypt 
more pleasant. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 1.7530/40 

One U.S. (foliar 1.2745/55 

1.6908/15 
1.8981/91 
1.3820/30 
35.29/33 
5.7000/30 
1244/1245 
129.10/20 
6.0625/75 
6.3875/3925 
6.4700/50 

One ounce of gold- 454.00/454 JO 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guflders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 

I talian lire 

Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Peanuts 



WHEN YOU MEET YOUR 
DOCTOR IN THE HALLWAY 
OF THE HOSPITAL, AND HE 
DOESN'T RECOGNIZE Yt)U.. 



Mutt’n’ Jeff 



VfttJ ncAer \ f * MPULSE, McrPHERJ . 
you BbAitrL W the door was open-] 

--I COULDN’T 
RESIST/ 


WHAT 
MADE yDU 
DO THAT? 



Andy Capp 


X DONT KNOW WHO'S 
GOING TO CO THE ODD 1 
JOBS FOR ME, FLO/ 
NOW THAT MY - 
L0bGS?8GONE 


ANTJ/SALVSWVS 
/MAILABLE, Mim 

nouonu/haveto 

Sft/IHE WORD 



Hong Kong takes lead as 
busiest container port 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong Kong has overtaken Rotterdam as the 
world’s busiest container port, marine department director Gerry 
Higginson said Monday. 

He told a press conference the port bad recorded a 24.63 per cent 
increase in container traffic in 1987, while officials in Rotterdam 
anticipated no increase for their port. 

Higginson said total container traffic for last year reached 3.46 
milli on 20-feet equi valent units (TEUS), compared with 2.77 
million in 1986. TEUS are the units by which container trade is 
calculated worldwide. 

About 2.8 million TEUS were expected to be handled by 
Rotterdam last year. 

“This quite dearly puts Hong Kong as the world's busiest 
container port,” he said. 

Higginson admitted Hong Kong's facilities were being stretched to 
the limit, with 22.56 per cent of the traffic being off-loaded into 
lighters in mid-stream. 

“Hong Kong’s container terminals are working 15 to 16 per cent 
over capacity, he said. 

Some ships had had to wait up to 90 boms to unload, an unusually 
long time in the rapid world of containerised transport. 

London finance community 
faces further job losses 

LONDON (R) — Thousands more jobs may be axed in London’s 
finance centre following the October stock market crash, a stock 
exchange official said Monday. 

Rhiannon Chapman, head of personnel at the exchange, told 
Personnel magazine that as many as 10,000 of the 90,000 people who 
work in the securities industry could lose their jobs this year. 

“Many redundancies wfll arise because competition for business is 
now becoming extremely fierce, and profits margins are shrinking,” 
she said. 

Those who remain can expect greater pressures “with increased 
emphasis on fast reaction time, performance and productivity," she 
said. 

Chapman said this was a "worst case” scenario for employment 
prospects. She added that people losing jobs would probably be 
clerks and junior executives rather than dealers. 

She said 10,000 jobs had been created in London’s finance centre 
over the past five years. Many of the jobs that w31 be lost represent 
excess capacity caused by mergers during the 1986 “Big Bang” 
deregulamation of the exchange. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS 



"How come we only eat out when 
it’s YOUR turn to do the dishes?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


ET 

RP 



L 

□ 

□ 

MM 


HAADE 

A 


□ 

••I 



MYCALL 



_ 



DROVEN 


m rr 



VYHAT THE 

[psychiatrist S AiP 
WHEN THE PATIENT 
COMPLAIN EP ABOUT 
ALWAYS FORGETTING 
THINGS. 

I ' 

Now arrange the circled Inti era to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here 


■•□mHxxmju 


Safortay's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PLAID BUXOM TAWDRY CAMPER 
Answer: She teased her hak so much that K ended up 
' jjkeefra really did this— 


looWng tft 
MADE fT I 
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Indian troops seize 134 
Tamil rebels in Jaffna 


COLOMBO (R) — Indian troops detained 134 
Tamil separatist guerrillas in a massive weekend 
operation on Sri Lanka’s northern Jaffna peninsula, 
security sources said Monday. 


They said 93 fighters of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
rebel group were captured in the 
sweep across the Vadaraaracbchi 
region and 42 of their comrades 
surrendered. 

The sources said a large quanti- 
ty of weapons and ammunition 
was seized from rebel hideouts in 
the operation. 

The independent Sun newspap- 
er repotted Monday that Tiger 
leader Velupillai Prabhakaran 
was hiding in the Vadamarachchi 
area with 100 bodyguards and 
that the Indian troops were dos- 
ing in on them. There was no 
official confirmation of the re- 
port. 

Residents said the eastern 
towns of Batticaloa, Kalmunai 
and Samanturai, were paralysed 
Monday after another rebel 
group, the Eelam Revolutionary 
Organisation of Students, called a 
strike to protest against the arrest 
of four of their leaders. 

' The four men, suspected of 


having been involved in a senes 
of bomb attacks in Colombo over 
the past three years, were 
arrested during the past two 
weeks, security sources said. 

Residents said the student 
group complained that its mem- 
bers should not be arrested as it 
supported the Indo-Sri Lanka 
peace accord. 

President Junius Jayewardene 
said Sunday he planned to hold 
elections to proposed provincial 
councils throughout the island in 
March of April as part of a 
campaign to end the Tanul rebel- 
lion in the north and a Sinhalese 
insurgency in the south. 

The setting up of semi-auton- 
omous councils in the island's 
nine provinces is a key element in 
an agreement signed by Jayewar- 
dene and Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi last July to restore 
peace in the country. 

Jayewardene said Gandhi and 
other Indian leaders, with whom 
he held talks in New Delhi last 


week, were confident that the 
Indian peace-keeping force de- 
ployed on the island would be 
able to restore normality in the 
strife-tern north and east by 
March or April. 

At least 50,000 Indian troops 
have been posted in the -two 
regions under the pact to disarm 
the Tigers who are fighting to set 
up an independent state tor the 
Tamil minority. 

Jayewardene called on the 
Sinhalese youth opposed to the 
pact to surrender their weapons 
and contest elections to the prop- 
osed provincial councils. 

He said a large measure of 
central-government powers 
would be given to the councils 
with each having a governor, a 
chief minister and a board of 
ministers. 

Twelve Sri Lankan soldiers 
were wounded Monday in the 
eastern district of Trincomalee in 
a third explosion triggered by 
Tamil rebels in as many days, a 
mili tary official Said. 

Two of the soldiers were in ■ 
critical condition and were rushed 
to the capital at Colombo for 
treatment, said the official, who 
cannot be identified under brief- 
ing rules. 


Former Soviet premier Malenkov dies 


MOSCOW (R) — Georgy 
Malenkov, who briefly served aS 
Soviet prime minister after the 
death of Josef Stalin in 1953, had 
died aged S6, an official spokes- 
man said Monday. 

The spokesman, Gennady 
Gerasimov of the Foreign Minis- 
try's Information Directorate, 
told Reuters that Malenkov's 
death — about 10 days ago — bad 
not been announced earner at the 
request of his relatives. 

Gerasimov said Malenkov, 
who was expelled from the top 
leadership in 1957 accused of 
plotting against the Communist 
Party by Nikita Khrushchev, bad 
been buried in a Moscow 
cemetery. 

During Stalin's last years 
Malenkov — described in the 
great Soviet encyclopedia of the 
tune as a “true disaple” of the 
dictator — appeared nest placed 
to become his successor as Krem- 
lin number one. 


When Stalin died on March 5, 
1953, Malenkov took over his 
post of prime minister while re- 
taining a seat on the powerful 
secretariat of the Communist Par- 
ty's Central Committee, giving 
him a double power base. 

But within nine days Malenkov 
was officially said to have res- 
igned from the secretariat. His 
close rival Khrushchev quickly 
emerged as the dominant figure 
and was appointed first secretary 
in September 'the same year. 

Malenkov promised to focus 
more on providing consumer 
goods and improving the per- 
formance of agriculture. 

During the first months of his 
rule, he and Khrushchev com- 
bined to remove Lavrenty Beria, 
Stalin's one-time police chief, 
from the party’s ruling presidium, 
now called the politburo. 

Beria was executed as an 
enemy of the people and a fore- 
ign spy. 


But Khrushchev moved firmly 
to assert the party's domination 
and his own power. In February 
1955 Malenkov resigned the post 
of premier, although he kept a 
place on the presimum. 

When Khrushchev denounced 
Stalin for his autocratic rule and 
bloody purges at the party's 20th 
congress in 1956, there were 
strong indications that Malenkov 
and other former close associates 
of the dictator opposed such re- 
velations. 

In June 1957, the differences 
came into the open. Stalin's fol- 
lowers apparently tried to oust 
Khrushchev, gaining a majority 
within the presidium for his re- 
moval. 

But the party leader won the 
support of Defence Minister Mar- 
shal Georgy Zhukov who used 
the air force to bring members of 
the Central Committee, the par- 
ty’s parliament, to Moscow for an 
emergency session. 


Manila 
police clash 
with rioters 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Troops fired tear gas before dawn 
Monday to disperse about 1,000 
people who stormed a suburban 
town ball to protest alleged elec- 
tion fraud. 

The military action came as 
voters in four provinces chose 
local officials in balloting that had 
been delayed by fears of violence. 

The mflitary's capital regional 
command said at least three peo- 
ple were injured in the melee, 
which erupted when supporters 
of losing candidates stormed the 
town hail in M untin] upa, where 
votes were being counted foUow- 
ing the Jan. 18 regional elections. 

Witnesses said the crowd 
smashed windows, overturned 
tables and tried to tear down the 
election tally board. Troops 
burled tear gas canisters and fired 
weapons in the air to scatter the 
protesters. 

Former Mayor Santiago Carlos 
Jr., who was tr ailing administra- 
tion candidate Ignacio Bunye tn 
the mayoral contest, was among 
those slightly injured. 

Crowds gathered again around 
mid-day near the town hall, but 
there were no serious incidents. 

Voters went to the polls Mon- 
day in the central provinces of 
Leyte and Northern Samar and in 
the Mindanao Island provinces of 
Lanao Del Norte and Lanao Del 
Sur to choose governors, vice 
governors, mayors and council 
members. 

Lt.-Col. Buddy Limsiac o said 
voting, was generally peaceful in 
the Lanao provinces, although 
the turnout in many areas was 
light. He said troops arrested 
several people for election viola- 
tions, including possession of 
fradulent ballots. 

He also sard voting was delayed 
in some communities because of a 
lack of ballots and ballot boxes. 

Military spokesmen said there 
were no reports of violence dar- 
ing the nine hours of balloting. 

Col. Antonio Nale told repor- 
ters at least six combat battalions, 
with about 2,000 soldiers, were 
sent to the two Lanao provinces 
to provide additional security 
during Monday’s voting. 

Bom Communist and Muslim 
rebels operate in the two Lanao 
provinces, among the most law- 
less areas of the country. Com- 
munist rebels also operate in 
Leyte and Northern Samar. 


Barge carrying heavy 
oil sinks off U.S. coast 


Social Democrat takes 
lead in Ecuador elections 


ANACORTES, Washington 
(AP) — A barge carrying 283,500 
gallons (1.07 million litres) of 
heavy oil sank four miles (6.4 
kilometres) offshore and began 
leaking Sunday, the Coast Guard 
said. 

The barge, its cargo in 12 sea- 
led compartments, began listing 
unexplainably in calm seas as it 
was being towed by a tugboat and 
went down in 136 feet (41 metres) 
of water, said coast guard spokes- 
man Roy Compton. No one was 
injured. 

Murky water and strong cur- 
rents initially prevented divers 


from determining the extent of 


isticated equipment later went 
down, but there was no sign the 
oil had washed ashore or created 
a slick officials said. 

“As long as there is a barge 
sunk out there with 9,000 barrels 
of oil product, there is the poten- 
tial for a major problem,” Com- 
pton said. 

Coast Guard seaman Veronica 
Cady said divers from National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admi- 
nistration could get no deeper 
than 80 feet (24 metres) late 
Sunday afternoon. 
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Q.l — East -West vulnerable, as 
South vcai i hold- 

♦93 '7 OKI 065 4J87632 

The bidding has prowded. 

North East South West 

3 : Pass ? 

What in.- Mon do you take'* 

A. — It seems highly likely that 
your opponents can make a slam, 
possibly a grand slam. Therefore, 
it is essential that you make it as 
difficult as possible for them m re- 
alusc the full poLenti.il of their mm- 
bined assets by mjking an advance 
sacrifice Our vote goes i«* fisc dia- 
monds. or even six diamonds 

Q.2 — Ikuli vulnerable, as South 
you hold. 

♦K7632 :a v 98753 +74 

The bidding has proceeded- 
North East South West 

1 T Pass 7 

What action do you lake? 

A. — If you could be sure partner 
has a spade fu. or a secondary dia- 
mond suit, you could afford to re- 
spond one spade. Cnfertunuidy. it 
is far more probable that partner 
has length in the rounded suits 
< hearts and clubs ». so any action by 
you could lead to trouble. Pass. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as &>uih 
you hold: 

♦J92 TAKS 083 +Q10952 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 1 " Pass 

2 + Pam 2 c Pass 

•1 

What do you bid now'.’ 

A. — You have excellent support 
for partner's first-bid suit. Never- 
theless. you should be quite cun- 
tent with a mere preference to two 
hearts- You already took the ace- 
king of hearts into account when 
you made your two-over -one 
response. 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

♦AKJ72 TAJU3 06 *QJ9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 


1 ♦ Pass 2 NT Pass 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You are definitely in the slam 
zone, but you don't know in what 
strain. For the moment, you need 

do no mure than bid three hearts. If 
partner has four cards in that suit, 
he will raise: if he does not hut has 
thrcc-card support for spades, he 
will take a spadn preference; othcr- 
tvLso. he will rebid three no trump, 
in any event, you will then have a 
clearer pirturc of your final 
destination 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

♦Q73 :.A2 :.\Q1085 ♦AK6 

Tin 1 bidding has proceeded. 

South West North East 

! 1 Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 ♦ Pass 

What acruin do you take? 

A. — Opposite a partner who has 
shown a:i unbalanced hand with at 
least a six-card spade suit, your 
hand is worth far more than its. 
fare value. The ruffing value in 
hearts, thr*.*e trumps to a high 

honor and wealth of prime cards 
are assets that partner could not 
possibly imagine were you simply 
to raise to four spades To get 
across 1 the message that you reoliy 
like spades, cue-bid four clubs and 
leave it to partner. 

Q.fl — Both vulnerable, a* South 
von hold: 

♦93 vQ1087 .QJ73 *J62 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East .South West 

1 + Puss 1 9 Pass 

2 ♦ Puss ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Since partner's bid is forcing, 
pass is out of the question. Your 
possible bids are two no trump or 
three dubs. With such a weak hand 
and all soft values, we don't think 
you should encourage partner at 
all, so a bid of two no trump la 
dearly superior to a preference to 
partner's first-bid suit. 


QUITO (R) — Social Democrat 
Rodrigo Borja took a big lead in 
Ecuador's presidential elections 
Sunday in nis third campaign for 
his country’s highest office, 
according to poll results and a 
television forecast 

The computer network of 
Channel 10 national television 
gave Borja, a 52-year-old law 
professor who leads the Demo- 
cratic Left Party, 20.4 per cent of 
the vote with more than half of 
the five million ballots counted. 

Boija, who called on Friday for 
renegotiation of Ecuador’s $9.22 
billion foreign debt, appeared 
headed for a run-off election be- 
tween the two top candidates 
next -May. 

The voters chose from 10 pres- . 
idential candidates Sunday and a 
run-off election will be held on 
May 8 if no single candidate wins 
50 per cent of the vote. 

Seven hours after the polls 
closed, Abdala Bucaram, an ex- 
mayor who returned from exile to 
run for president, lay second with 
15.3 per cent and conservative 
Sixto Duran of the ruling Social 
Christian Party was third with 


12.8 per cent. 

Frank Vargas Pazzos, a former 
air -force general who staged two 
sensational but unsuccessful rebel- 
lions against retiring President 
Leon Febres Cordero in 1986, 
looked out of the running with 11 
per cent, Channel 10 said. 

In the 1984 election, Borja lost 
to Febres Cordero in a run-off. 

Final results may not be known 
for weeks as ballots are sent from 
the nation's 20 provinces to the 
capital for counting. 

Ecuador, one of Latin Amer- 
ica's poorest nations, suffered an 
economic crisis last vear but 
analysts say Ecuadoreans doubt a , 
new president will make rapid ' 
changes. 

Two people were killed and 
several others wounded in a 
shootout during voting in Quito, 
Interior Minister Heinz Moeller 
told a news conference Sunday. 
In the last election in 1984, at 
least 10 people were killed in 
clashes between political groups. 

Moeller told reporters the dash 
in the capital occurred when a 
group involved in a land dispute 
tried to keep rivals from voting. 


Top Iowa paper supports 
nomination of Dole, Simon 


DES MOINES, Iowa (R) — A 
week before a key presidential 
vote in Iowa, the state’s top 
newspaper said it cannot bade 
Vice President George Bush for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination because of the Iran- 
contra scandal. 

In a concrete sign that the 
scandal could negatively affect 
Bush, the Des Moines Register 
said Sunday it was backing Senate 
minority leader Robert Dole for 
the Republican nomination in 
large part because of reservations 
about the vice president's role in 
the secret U.S. arms sales to Iran. 

The newspaper also said it was 
supporting Paul Simon for the 




tion, comparing the affable Illi- 
nois senator to one of the most 
beloved American leaders, Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Although Bush has repeatedly 
said he has clarified his role in the 
Iran-contra affair — - the worst 
scandal to rock the Reagan admi- 
nistration — the Register's en- 
dorsement editorial insisted the 
vice president has not done so. 

“George Bush is a decent man 
of presidential calibre,” die news- 
paper said, “but there are too 
many unanswered questions ab- 


out what, independent of (Presi- 
dent) Reagan, he really believes 
in, and what he would do as 
president.” 

The Register said it chose to 
support Dole, who hails from the 
neighbouring farm state of Kan- 
sas and who polls show to have a 
big lead over Bush among Iowa 
Republicans, because “there is 
less uncertainty about what he 
stands for." 

The endorsements from' the 
generally liberal Register could 
tip the balance in the contest for 
support Iowa voters in local party 
meetings known as caucuses on' 
Feb. 8. Although the Register is 
disliked by Iowa Republicans, its 
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Bush's hopes of upsetting him 
there. 

Bush, who has tried to focus 
attention on other policy issues, 
had a confrontation with CBS 
News anchorman Dan Rather last 
week during a live interview on 
Iran-contra that analysts said 
could boost the vice president’s 
nomination campaign. 

But the Register's endorse- 
ments — and some remarks by 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
Sunday — showed that the affair 
continues to dog Bush. 


Document incriminating 
Waldheim ‘disappears’ 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — Au- 
strian President Knrt Waldheim 
was quoted as saying Monday 
that he does not feel incriminated 
by a published telegram claiming 
he was involved .in the deporta- 
tion of civilian prisoners in 
Yugoslavia in World War n. 


Hus spokesman Gerald Christ- 
ian branded the document a fake 
as soon as it was telexed to news 
agencies Friday evening by the 
West German magazine Der 
Spiegel. 

A member of the commission 
investigating Waldheim’s con- 
troversial wartime record said 
meanwhile that efforts to locate 
the original of the published tele- 
gram m Yogoslavia had foiled. 

Manfred Messerschmidt of 
West Germany told the Associ- 
ated Press that members of the 
West German embassy in Bel- 
grade had asked the heads of 
archives in the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb and in Belgrade if they 
had the original document. 

The document was not in either 
archive, Messerschmidt said. 

“Nobody knows where it is,” 
he added. “The document has 
disappeared ... the whole thing is 
unclear.” 

He said efforts to reach Dusan 
Plenca, the Yugoslav historian 
said to have given the telegram to 
the West German news magazine 
Der Spiegel, had also failed. 

The Associated Press in Bel- 
grade also could not reach 
Plenca. 


The Vienna daily Die Presse, a 
conservative newspaper which 
has supported Wakmeim, quoted . 
the president as telling its editor 
Thomas Chorherr Sunday even- 
ing that die telegram is “most 
unbelievable.” 

“I do not feel myself incrimin- 
ated by the telegram in the slight- 
est,” Waldheim was quoted as 
saying. 

' According to Der Spiegel, the 
telegram was found by Plenca, 
who told the Associated Press 
Sunday he has several documents 
that “seriously implicate" Wal- 
dheim in Nazi atrocities. 

Plenca has repeatedly made 
jfudi alleg atio ns, but had never 
produced any evidence for his 
charges against Waldheim. 

Waldheim has been sur- 
rounded by controversy since. 
March 1986, when Austrian and 
U.S. media and the World Jewish 
Congress first disclosed he served 
in the Balkans as a German army 
lieutenant from 1942 to 1945. 

He belatedly admitted his Bal- 
kans service, but has consistently 
denied any links to or knowledge 
of atrocities in the Balkans. 

Die Presse reported that Wal- 
dheim said Sunday evening that a 
whole series of indicators pointed 
to tiie telegram being a fake. 

Waldheim was quoted as 
saying the publication of the tele- 
gram was an attempt “to unsettle 
the commission ana the public in 
the final round.” 
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Tokyo’s January sets trees blooming 

TOKYO (AP) — Record warm weather across ranch of Japan has 
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The warm weather has Kept autumn persimmons hanging 
unseasonably on tree brandies, but has dulled safes of beaters, 
winter coats and other winter products, newspapers reported. 
Plum blossoms were also appearing a few weeks earlier than' 
usual . With little snow in many areas, some sports enthusiasts put 
their skis aside and played golf instead, with stores reporting sates 
of golf wear up 50 per cent from an -average January, the 
newspaper Yomiuri Shun bun said. The average temperature for 
January in Tokyo -was a March-like 7.7 degrees Celsius (46 
degrees Fahrenheit), an all-time high since weather records began 
being kept in 1876, a Central Meteorological Agency offi cial sa id. 
The warm weather wqs expected to continue for a while, coupled 
with unusually low precipitation. 

China revives Euthanasia debate 

PEKING (R)— China has revived a sensitive debate on whether 
to permit the killing of incurably ill people — and one of tha 
country's most prominent stateswomen bas emerged as an 
advocate on Euthanasia. A survey of 199 people published 
Monday in the northern province of Heilongjiang showed 89 per 
cent favoured Euthanasia for terminally ill cancer victims.^As 
Eu thanasia is against Chinese traditional conce p ts and morality, 
the result was a surprise,” the Chinese Women’s Journal 
commented, cautioning that only 19 per cent of those polled were 
over 50 years old A doctor was quoted as saying it was China’s 
first public survey on Euthanasia. On Sunday, Health New 
reported China’s first mercy killing court case and carried 


Physicist who took part in 
Manhattan Project dies 


SEATTLE (AP) — Seth H. Ned- 
dermeyer, a physicist who helped 
develop the atomic bomb, nas 
died after a battle with Parkin- 
son's Disease. He was 80. 

Neddermeyer, who died Fri- 
day, developed the implosion 
trigger, which enabled die A- 
bomb to be detonated. 

He was working for the Nation- 
al Bureau of Standards when the 
nuclear physicist J. Robert 
Oppeoheimer tapped him for the 
Manhattan Project in Los Ala- 
mos, N.M.. that bnilt the bomb. 


Neddermeyer left in 1946 to 
become a professor at the Uni- 
versity of Washington, where his 
research on cosmic rays helped 
lead to the discovery of subato- ' 
mic particles called Muons. He 
retired in 1973. 

“I get so overwhelmed by a- 
feeling of terrible guilt when I 
think about the history of the 
bomb,” he said in 1983. 'Tm 
terribly worried now about the 
current world situation. What the 
bell can we do about it?” 


Bomb kills 5 in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Five- peo- 
ple were killed and 30 others 
were wounded Monday by a 
bomb hidden in a crate of toma- 
toes in Peshawar, North West 
Pakistan, the official APP news 
agency said. 

It was the latest in a series of 
unexplained bombings which 
have killed more than 200 people 
in different Pakistani cities since 
the beginning of 1987. 

Three of the dead were re- 
fugees from the guerrilla war in 
neighbouring Afghanistan, while 
the fourth victim was not identi- 
fied, APP said. 

The government of President 
Mohammad Zia U1 Haq blames 
the bombings on Afghan agents 
seeking to force Pakistan to drop 
its support for the Afghan rebels 


based here. The Soviet-backed 
government has dismissed the 
charge. 


The seven Afghan rebel parties 
have their headquarters in Pesha- 
war, capital of North West Fron- 


tier province. The blast came a 
week after a bomb in a bus killed 
nine people and injured 24 in the 
Swat Valley north east of 
Peshawar. 

Monday’s device exploded in a 
vegetable market in a crate of 
tomatoes brought to Peshawar 


Sunday night. Five of the 30 
injured were seriously hurt. 

Meanwhile, three people were 
killed when Pakistani police 
opened fire on an angry mob 
protesting against alleged police 
torture, APP said Monday. 


Reagan makes last-minute 
bid to save contra aid plan 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Ronald Reagan is mak- 
ing a last-minute drive to salvage 
a scaled-down. S36.2 minion aid 
package for the Nicaraguan con- 
tra rebels as both supporters and 
opponents of the plan predict 
victory this week in the U.S. 
Congress. 

Reagan’s lobbying drive, which 
included a speech scheduled 
Monday before the National Re- 
ligious Broadcasters, will culmin- 
ate with a televised pitch to the 
nation Tuesday night, on the eve 
of the crucial vote in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Reagan contends that main- 
taining support for the contras is 
essential to Stave Off Co mmunism 
iu Central America, while aid 
opponents say further support 
'will reduce chances of obtaining 
peace. 

Both sides predict a dose vote, 
with some two dozen undecided 
House members likely to deter- 
mine tile outcome in Wednes- 
day's scheduled vote. 

House majority leader Thomas 
S. Foley, an opposition Democrat 
from the State of Washington, 


Sandinista government. 

“This is a measured package 
calculated... to keep pressure on 
the Sandinistas to fulfill the 
obligations they undertook in 
their agreement with the Central 
American presidents,” Baker 
said, referring to the five-nation 
Central American peace plan. 

Reagan’s package indudes $3.6 
million for ammunition and anti- 
aircraft missiles, which would be 
placed in escrow and released 
after March 31 if he deddes that 
tiie regional peace process has 
not succeeded. 

The remaining $32 millio n in 
so-called “non-Iethal” aid covers 


Central Radio Station m support of a group of doctors and 
scientists who had come out in favour of Euthanasia during a 
conference in December. Her support of “peace and happiness 
death” — as mercy killing is known in Chinese — was an opinion 
based on materialistic considerations, she said. 

Actress to help anti-alcohol campaign 

MOSCOW (R) — American comedy actress Carol Burnett isto 
visit the Soviet Union and address television viewers on ways of 
combating alcoholism and drug addiction, one of her tour 
organisers has said. J.W. Canty, an alcohol counsellor and priest 
in the U.S. Episcopal Church, told reporters Burnett had agreed 
to describe her own experience of growing up with alcoholic 
parents in order to help a joint U.S. -Soviet campaign against 
alcohol and drug abuse. Burnett would appear with her- 23-year- 
old actress daughter Carrie Hamilton, who became a drug addict 
at the age of 13 but for the past six years has lived without 
narcotics or alcohol, be added. Canty heath an organisation called 
the “Soviet-U.S. Joint Conference on Alcoholism and Drug 
Abuse,” bringing together concerned private citizens and health 
officials from both countries in the fight against alcohol and drug 
dependence. 

‘Too many vitamiif tablets make you ilF 

LONDON (R) — Parents who stuff their children with vitamin 
tablets- to make them more intelligent could be poisoning them 
instead, doctors say. Chemists shops in Britain have reported a 
rush to buy vitamin mils after two studies said tiie pills would 
boost a child's intelligence quotient and curb aggressive be- 
haviour. Doctors said that very high doses of VitaminB, C, and D 
over a long period could prove toxic, leading to kidney damage , 
gallstones and paralysis of nerves in the hands and feet Dr. 
Andrew Tomkin, a nutrition expert at London University, told 
reporters: “People think that because one tablet does you good, 
several will be even better. People are keen to improve their 
children's intelligence but there is auways the possibility that if you 
give a child too many vitamins you will do more harm than good.” 


New York to distribute needles 

ALBANY, New York (AP) — New York City will be allowed to 
give dean hypodermic needles to drug addicts in an attempt to 
curtail the spread of AIDS, in an experiment believed to be the 
first in the nation, state health officials have announced. Similar 
programmes have been instituted in The Netherlands and Britain. 
U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop told the global summit on 
AIDS in London last week that such programmes had been 
resisted in the United States because of concern that they would 
abet drug abuse. The United States often has been criticised for 
lagging m the war against tiie fatal disease. State Health 
Commissioner Dr. David Axelrod had opposed such a program- 
me, but changed his mind because the proposal was modified to 
require addicts receiving free needles to enter drug treatment 
programmes, said Axelrod’s spokesman, Peter Slocum. Hie 
programme, developed by New York City Health Department 
offitials.-would “use the offer of a free, dean needle as a carrot" 
to lure drug addicts into treatment programmes where counselors 
could then tzy to persuade them to quit, Slocum said. 

Bangladesh police seize 2 kg of heroin 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh police Monday said they found two 
kilogrammes of heroin in the suitcases of two Sri I .anlrans 
detained four months ago for earning forged passports. They said 
the two men came to Bangladesh from India last October. Airport 
customs officers arrested them a few days later when they tried to 
board a plane to London allegedly with forged passports. After an 
anonymous tip off police Sunday night searched the suitcases of 
the detained Sri Lank ans and found the heroin, with a street value 


of nearly $650,000, police said. 


: heroin, with a street value 


everything from food and do- Kids know about the molester 


predicted Sunday congressional 
opponents of aia will prevail. 
Foley, who appeared on the 
BC Network’s 


U.S. television 


president I think it’s more in line 
with the Congress asserting sup- 
port for the peace process in 
Central America, where addi- 
tional votes for military lethal aid 
would be totally contradictory to 
that process.” 

Reggan’s Chief of Staff, Ho- 
ward Baker, said he was optimis- 
tic abont the vote outcome. 

“We don't have it won yet, but 
we’ve still got a good chance,” 


thine to money to lease aircraft 
and buy communications gear for 
troops in the field. 

Ortega ends European tour 

Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega wound up a whirlwind 
European tour with pledges of 
support from four governments 
for a Central American peace 
plan. 

Sweden Sunday joined Nor- 
way, Spain and Italy in agreeing 
to monitor a five-nation agree- 
ment which -calls for ceasefires 
and talks between Central Amer- 
ican government and rebels. 

Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carisson rave the assurance after 
meeting Ortega over a working 
dinner, hastily arranged to 
squeeze into the Nicaraguan lead- 
ers short stay in Swedish capital. 

Ortega, who beaded for home 
Monday, told a news conference 
after meeting Carisson that the 
support of the four nations was 


Baker said on the U.S. Television 
CBS Network Face the Nation 
programme. 

The aid package is designed to 
maintain the rebels through June 
in their battle with Nicaragua's 


vital in efforts to reach a final 
ceasefire. 

“The next step in the process 
will be a meeting of the Central 
American foreign ministers in 
order to decide now to verify the 
terms of a peace agreement,” 
Ortega said. He did not give a 
date for the meeting. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Although mirthful kids still tumble down 
the steps of intermediate school 145 at the end of the day, a child 
molester’s presence has cast a shadow on the school and its 
children. Fifteen times in the past eight months, a man has 
molested young girls in the Jackson Heights section of New York ' 
Utys Queens district, three of them girls from school 145. He has- 
fondled rats and scared them; two have been forced into sodomy.: 
But the deputy police inspector in charge of the case, Joseph 
Dmierro, says the man has not used a weapon though he daims ; 
to have a knife or gun. Tina Klideris, 11, and her friends waft: 
eadi other home now. At first they giggled when asked about the' 
molester, but they were serious when they talked about how they 
and their fnends have been affected. “Sometimes they get 
frightened because they've seen him. They get scared,” Tina sad. : 

I get scared when I walk by myself.” Ptamdotbes officers waft: 

am ??5ir^ ents - A haK-W before stfaool lets out, a patrol: 
rarjparks briefly near the front entrance. Parents pick up their ; 

Pnndpal Perry Sandler Son ai= 
Walkie-Talkie with teachers patrolling the grounds?“It w» an* 
invasion of my home,” Sandler said onltt precautions. “Fve been ! 

1 514116(1 teach “ e heie - Thls °Pset the balance of: 

Heroin capsule bursts in man’s rectum 

-PERTH (R) i — A New .Zealand drug trafficker suffered brain: 
damage and partial paralysis when a capsule of heroin burst in : 
ha rectum, an Australian court was told Monday. Trevor Owen, 1 
25, was carried unconscious from an aircraft at Perth airport last : 
November after arriving from Bangkok. Hidden in tas rectum : 
wctc eight capsules containing 277 grams of heroin with a street : 
vatoe of$940,000 ($660,000), one of which bad broken, prosecn- :■ 
tor Ian Bradfield told Perth District Court. Owen has pleaded 
guilty to importation and possession of heroin. 














